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Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons are not comtmanded 
by God's Law.cither toVow the ſtate of ſingle, 
lite, ot to abſtain from Marriage 3 thereforct +: 
15s lawful for them, as for all other men, to 4 
marry at their own diſcrggion ,as they ſhall - 2 
Judge the lame to ſerve I we to godlineſs. % : 


Heb. 13. 6. Marriagts honorable i 77 ut, and the bed undei © X 
. filed: But Wheremongers and Adulterers God will judge. IJ 2 
x Tim.3-2. 4 Bifbop then muſt be blameleſs, the busband 


of one wife, 
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f Treatiſeis fogreat, that 
|'-F prefume*'F-need not 


33 -< {7 ya; ne or it: 'Tis | 
A fl e; the Ordinance 
- '-and Inffitation of God . 
hit; thatwhich the Chuzclvof Rowe, 
holds a Sacrambnt, and the Church of 
= oland,with other Reformed Churches;- 
Myftery. *'Tisthat which'our- Bleſſed. 
Lbi and Saviour, Emmanuel, honoured, 
by being born, though of a Virgin, yet 
[o: one that was'married toa Husbund;by 
Þk: preſence at, and by working his ficlt 
rae, of ning ee Wine; 
2 _ - 
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te Tyilh Dedieatery. 
-A the Celebration of a Marriage at Cana 
| 6. 25s thitgwbich the 'Haly, 

-.-< in $1 Soiptures onours, by" IE | 
paring thergih. the. zoys. ot Heaven to a 


Marr! : and b akin the. Bo- 
47 nos A eel perſon, ; nd 


£ 'fom 
- the Father of the de" the Recepta- 


cleotattSaints in Heeveny whether they: 
were married or ſingle on earth,, *Tis 
Fubject;of which that great Scholar Kbof 
hw. hath; weigrens namely; both derhaws 
"bits, and defv/titugione (Matrimon:, TE FAS 
bs has alſo Ladoviens H, peg deſ( onjugit: 

| gene &- atibieate. Tis that which dw 
Joni Mastyz lr. Taylor bleſſed- God: 
4ndin on of which tharSz1 
ef chic Lord, (whichione calls. thar - ; 
vel of God) Mr. Bradford, .who when he. 
was in Prifop,end'ithere Haig ſome hopes 
© 6f his deliverance- and. freedom , bein 

\ bked whatke would do.incaſe he : hould 
be-rcleaſed/r;Anſweredghe,would marry; 
.., bddgs. T-qptften 'not,-,0 of. that holy Bi- 
ſhop Paphmwicss his mind, who at. 
Councilogl: Nice declar 'd,. That the fo- 
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ciety Moor ife was ' yo WW = | 
'Tis the ſhameofthis Generarioppthatis 
. miany meiy andFyomentivein 
as if how underſto6d-rhat motel Sſayin 
All things are common anvongrt Frie 
of" a Communit$*df: on Yar of * 
Wives alſo, ds bf other" My 
with therefore is," and ir ſhaltbe' my pray- 
er; that the ondleanneſs and frirhinefs of 
this-age, \may nor" be -puniſhed+ with: a 
' Deluge of Popery$ aizul, dyGol's gi- 
us over” tv Spirituat- Adultery; -or 
» | che ddolatryCof the. Church it: Romey , + 
) | Andiow having'tnentionedthiat Charch, 
| ye-me leave'tofay, thar. theis-zuſtly: 
Pnded with the:name of, The: Morpher, 
of © Forxicatios, and thoſe tov Tos 
aswell xs Spiritual,” Whatother Chute 
inthe world atlows of- publick Stews and. | 
\Brothel-houfes?. where, buta her 
Sons; was it pleaded in-theirezcu! e; that - | 
chey-are as necefſary:as a Pamp twa flvps 
and aSink ima houfe,: to, keeptalhelean? 2 
And alchough*they- would-make«us' be-, 
liove,chat their Churchispurrantbdlean, 
ty « 220111: 1 A -. yea, 
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| oe hot diene and: cis DIP jo 
ow ly Sagiatics of Monks and Nuns, 


£ Are like che Migsrites, whiter 
than the ſnow : Yeti we may give orc- 
dit £0. theis:0wn Authors, ſuch as Poly- 
Ferg i, Book 77. CUÞe5 e168 Ipueutor ious 
gaking of thaix Oxders of Monks, 
he Cake Theo were:hehoveſul that theſe 
regs of meh wer © cut off andgurnt, awd that 
with thee filth they ſhould wo longer defite 
God's oy N. de Glemangis.,a Dor 
' or of Parir; who in his Book de Corrupye 
| . fats Ecilefies v1 21. Taithof the Nuns; 
Shame | ddith me te fpeak of them, left 
I fbould-mrution a company of Virgins de- 
_ - dbeated. to\(Ged, but ftewed, deceitful, in- 
padent Mares , with their Fornications 
© - and Inceſtnois works : For yphat. 1 pray, are 
*  Nunnerits ow adays , but the execrable 


Brothel-ronſes of Venus, . the Harvoars of 

- waxten young Womes., where they ſatisfie 

their duff © rthet now the wailing of a | 
Alun; '36!ofl ane, £5 1f 500 proſtitnted her | 

openly 20be:a:whore, Sohe;' I lay, it we 

Way nj and other. their own 
- Authors , 


The Epifte Drolicerat), © 
Authors 3 -oar Church, who hath none df 
theſe Convents for lingle- yon arid 
who allows of the married life :of the 
Clergy, is more holy and honorable than 
Rome. And 1I doubt not, but onr Mini- 
ſters,though married, multitudes of chem 
- will preſent themſelves , ahd their mo- 
deſt, chaſte and pious Conforrs, with 
innumerable others of their Congregati- 
ons, as chaſte Virgins to Ohriſt, Any 
whereas the Papiſts tell us; there are three 
ſpecial Crowns in Heaven, one for them 
that overcome the World, anorher' for 
them that overcome the Fleſh, and a third - 
for them that overcome the Devil: It ſo, 
T' dare promiſe many of out Do&tors-, 

married, to cach of them theee 
Crowns in Heaven, far beyond the Popes 
Triple Crown on Earth ; natnely, toour 
Learned and Laborious Doors: whoby 
"their: Writings overcome the Devil ; r© 
our married Doctors, who by their chaſte 
Wedlock overcome the Fleſh'; to -our 
couragious Noctors, who are ready, it 
God call-vhem, to Martyrdom; to aſcend. 
A 4 to 


able Dedfcatory 


- 40 6 Mckhos, 50 6pHey in afi —y 
- 'riot,and ſo oyercome the world : Thy,to to jh 
- .theſe-].dare promiſe three Crowns in [c 
;Heaven,befides a fourth tothem and their F\ 
-Religious, Modeſt -and Chaſte Conſores, Jt 
' vis, The Crown, of Righteouſneſs, which is [e 
Jaid #p' tn Heaven for: all-th!m that love I 
the appearance of Feſus Chriſt. 
-*, Sir; Although neither the ſubject 1 Jv 
: itreaton in the-following Diſcourſe, viz. If 
-_ -Marrtiage,; nor. the Church of Eze/and [in 
| het Doctrine in the 32 Article af” Re- Jar 
| _ -ligion; which I defend; allowing perſons [bl 
' in holy Orders to marry, need any Apo- [w 
ogy; yer I humbly beg your pardon:tor | V 
+ any weakneſs or miſcarriage you-imay 
© find i in-my ,manner of treating of 'thele Jof 
b, Ss; And I humbly preſent this th 
b ſinal Piece. to you,, | coming - into the Jou 
World from, as it were;under your. roof; Js, 
- ad beg{your exouſe at leaſt, if not your th 
Approbation: and Patfonage-of-it. -. If w 
any-of our .Romiſh: Adverfaries- ſhould 
he 


Y quarrel the: Doctrine: of our: Church on. 
BY [ys = have @ek- Learned! 
| | Friends 
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xjends and Acquainrancr:and tholb. | 
have opportunities , *advintages ," and _ 
courage ſufficient to defend their chaſte 
IMother, the Ghurch of Exgland; and 
their own chaſte Wives,againit the great- 
eſt Goliah amongſt the Romith' Eb 
'Lliſtines. +. * 

Sir, I humbly thank you for your ti: 
[ Ivours tome, and your care of the wcl- 
. [fare of our Society; 'andſhall, accord- 
{ Jing as my duty binds me, pray for you, 
and for your-good, your pious & charita- 
ble Conſort, that God would crown you 
with all the bleſſings of this and the other 
World. 

Sir, T have one thing more to intreat 
of you both, which I am confident nei- 
ther of you, being ſuch good friends to 
our Church and Clergy, will deny, that 
is, tojoyn with me in my prayers for 
the Tribe of L:vi, Let thy Urim and 
thy Thummim be with thy holy Que, let the 
1 Round of Aarons bells b ever heard, and 
a Ihe ſmell of his Pomegranates always per- 
1 4: the Church of God, and let there be 
I | | Jong” 
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we OT FI VETS 
oand at a "os " the Tribe 'Lievi ame *#v 
jt as Wer Tribes , _ thouſand * 
ſealed ones, And that there mraAy BEVEL 
wart 4 Jop1 of able and gvod men for theh * 
work of the Miniſtry, Let the Rod of Aa- 
ron, Þ mean the Univerſities, ever flonriſp, |. 
and yearly bud, bloſſom and bring forth} * 
ripe Almonds, a 


Your very much obliged, 
and very humble . b 


Servant, 


| Fuly 1. 1673, 
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READER: 


-.\Courteous Reader, 


Ea” things I defire to premiſe : 
Es > (rf Firſt, That I do * H_ 
fl in this ſmall popular Trad , 
II 70 teach Men, Brethren and 
Sf Fathers of the Church, them, 
and their Wives , Occons- 
micks : But yet ſhall beg | 
ave to tranſcribe a paſſage out of Luthers Col-. 
loguia Meuſalia , which I defire our CMarri- 
ed Clergy would confider, viz, That one cauſe 
of the unmarricd lives of Prieſts ( to wit, in 
the Papacy ) was, that the faults of the Pricſts 
wives were offenſive, ſo that when the Prieſts 
Eſhould reprove the wickednels of others, then 
he people would hit theme in the teeth agail, 
and ſay, why did not they reform their own 
wicked wives? And zruly T could wiſh, that T 
 Ynight- bave.cauſe to ſay of ail the Married Clergy, 
Youd of all others in the ſtate of. Matrimony, as con- 
pdt, I am, 1 may ſay of many, Ye have, no 
Br po TC. need 


i *, _  To'the Reader, 
peed that I write-unto you of Conjugal Ne 
and duties 3 for ye yourſelves are taught of Go 
to love one another. To this jicrpoſe it was wil 
adviſed by a,Right Reverend Father of our Churcll 
viz. the B. of W. #5 all ſuch as bis Lordſhip mal 
riff, often #0 read over- the Office - of Marriagi 7 
that ſo they might the better remember and aig, 
their duties each to other. Ad traly T coal, 
heartily wiſh and beg of the Right Reverend t 
Fathers of our Church, that if ever_they ſhoul 
reviſe owr Liturgy, which even fome good men dt 
Fre, that the duties of Man and Wife, Parent 
and Children , Maſters and Servants , might | 
eÞpointed to be read on the Lords days (after thWlj! 
reading of the Commandments) ont of the Epiſtlſh 
20 the Epheſtans, or Colotftians, or beth. N:: 

The ſecond thing I defire to premiſe is, that Ith 
do not preſent you with a Regular and Scholaſticalff : 
Diſcourſe, either of Marriage, or of the differen 
betwixt the Church of Englaud andRome, co 
'eerning the Marriage of Prieſts, or perſons in ho 
Orders 3 but offer, as to the latter, ſome Collefion 
ent of Dr. Field his Fifth Book - of the Chmrcl 
Dy. Fulk and Mr. Cartwright their Annotations 
on the Rhemiſts Teſtament, o#' Matth.8. axd of 
#he Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, Mr. Perkin' 
bis Demonſtration of. the Problem, Dr. John a 
Dy. Francis White concerning this Argument, \ avi 
ethers; together with ſome of my own obſervation 
The 1ruth which is on our Chitxches ſite, is chief gb 
th ma 
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aintained, and the Church of Rome confuted 


e Autbority of 'the boly Scrapturres. Biſhop Hal 
wn bis Treatiſe, of the Honour .of the Married 
Clergy, page 124+ obſerves, that the Churcly'sf 


118 


Rome teaches, coutradittory to the Holy Scripture *: 


The Spirit of God (ſaith be) faith, 'that a Bi- 


1p may be tha hucband of one wife 3 the Church 


Rome ſays, a. Biſhop may not be the husbanl 
of any wife at al[.;. The Spirit of Ged fays, Mar- 
age is bonorable among#t all men; the Churth 


*Yof Rome ſays, Marriage is diſhonorable to fotne : 
nYThe Spirit of God ſays, to avoid formcation, let 
every man have his wife the Church of Rome, 


ikea quick-huſwife, ſays, ſome Order of men 


/iſhall not have a wife, though to avoid fornica- 


Ftion. So that as_ another Author notes, among 


# them, Marriage only, and not Fornication, is in- 
yl conſiſtent with the dignity of a Clergy-man,, and 
ll that Fornication has been allowed to Prieſts and 


Fryers, in compenſation for their reftraint front 
Marriage 3 three or four Whores, as part of their 


Tl frritzal Preferment : And probably ſuch foul Pa- 
coll ſitions and Prafjices, made Luther ſo zealous far 
T7 Matrimony. 1 took a wife (ſaid be) therewith to 
ON upbraid the Devil, and to confound the whorihg 


m Popedom and in contempt of that =_y 


MI Letchery in Popedom, which is very great an 


abominable, Luth. Col. Menſc The ſatte Author 


th tells us, that under Pope Julius, was exerciſed an 


. 
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Yobominable Letchery and Whoring in Rome, At 


the. 


\ 


\L. Fi 


i "4 


= £7, ” *.. _ wt , i 
 '{” SMT, 
Ip... 


"Tothe Reader. 


the ſame time, ſaith be, was a Catlinal that hf # 
a married wife 3 the which being. known, hef® 


a years fpace he took her again: Now -wh 


was conſtrained to forſake her, but in lefs thagF 
ike Cardinal dycd, his wife wept bircerly, - 


yc 


bi 


If with one wonten : The Citizens of Roni) 


; F 7 bad ax boneft bhucband , who conrente 


ondering, to hear the ſame, » O Sandi 
Maris ' for, ſays Luther, Chafliry in'thoſe people 


is rare Veniſon. | | 
And as we have the boly Text on our fide,” fi 


beve we the Fifth Canon of the Apoſtles, the te | 


fimony of Paphnutius 2 boly Biſhop 3 and with bim. 


canearred the whole Council of Nice, the Sixth Þ. 


Caxncil of Conſtantinople, C ax. 13. and the pra- T7 


Bice of the Greek, Church to this day, ſo far is to 


juſſfic the Lawfulneſs of Priefts officiating about F* 


the boly things of their Funiion, ttwithſtanding 
their being married. aL 
fie or Church and the prog: 


And furtber, to ju 
Ace of SE  Pikewe dhe Conan of 2 


EF our Adverſaries, & Francifcus a Sancta Chr4 F 


obſerves, that the Celibacy of Priefts is not de Jure 


 divino, but by the Law of the Church, and that 


the Pope may difpenſe therewith, and ſome ſay dotli g 


* with the married Clergy mm the Greek 
Charch; and others in his name, "ti ſaid, bave 


made Overtures of the like favor to the Englyh 


Clergy 3 and in caſe they would: be bis dutiful ang. 
chedient Sans ;* be would be an Indulgent Fan's 


q theme 


, Sx 


.- To the Reader: "I 
oy Leftly,It is worth the conſideration, on our behalf 
Jt this matter,that ſome of the beſt men of theChurch 
- Þf Rome, ſuch as Eſpenczus, Eueas, Sylvius, Po- 
p ydore Virgil, Eraſmus, and others, have defired 
4 What the Law of forced Celibacy 'might be taken 
jy $-72y, to prevent the great ſcandal that is given 
1Þy the filthy lives of the Clergy. Foraſmueb then 
1h che Engliſh Clergy bave bad the poſ[eſfion of their 
x{Wvives for above athouſand years free Chriſt \ and 
' lagan, bave had them reftored to them by Law at 
f be Reformation, they have #0 reaſon to quit their ſo 
L Wt and ancient Rights, and with one balf of them- 
es.3. and to be contented with Lemans, inſtead 
f Wives, and Nephews in room of Sons. 1 ſhall 
uſmift thee, Reader.roben I ſhall have told thee.that 
be fig-leauves wherewith the Ramaniſts ſeek, to bide 
Phe nakedueſe of their Church in thas cauſe, gre ea- 
ily blown away by Dr. Field of the Church, 
Yr. Francis White bis Defence, of his Brother 
M John White, by Biſhop Halt his Treatiſe of 
be honour of the Married Clergy, and by Calixtus 
# bis Book de Conjugio Clericorum : And when 
ſhall bave begg'd tby pardon for the many faults 
bog maiſt poſſibly find in the Compoſmg, Tranſcri- 
ng or Printing of theſe few ſheets. Farewek. 
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Thy Friend to ſerve thee, 


J Jy 1. 1673» 
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-Pag. 10, line's, for #35:aom, read 5a5pramv. lin, 8. af 
Ivy vor His, add '&cr, | 

- P.24. inſtead of Fryer Menolern, read Menotegn. 
 P. 28. inſtead of married married, r. married perſon; 
"'P; 66; inſtead of — gy 6 read Maimony. 

"*P. 74. In the Margin, for Dod#r:nt, r. Demonſtr atu 
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ER ECE 
Of Mlarriage.. 
1 & ob at fixſt did not make a Pair, 


FE kind, a5 he.did of the reſt of 
af living Creatures 3 but he made 


LN 9] PMI the one of the other, the Wo 
7.) mn of the Man 3. and thus 
pI; _ - Male. and Female created be 
_ #hem, for to continue the Species by propagati-. 
MW on, and to bea, mutual Pp and comfort each 
'to other. The Angels: which cach fill a Spe» 
 cies,; and are # poſteriori Eternal , were not - 
made Male and Female 3. and therefore the Heas 
thens,,. who fauſied their Deitics,. Male and. 
Female, and worlhipped many Godds, and ma< 
ny:Goddeſſes, muſt. be conceived to have wors + - 
ſhipped dead Men and Women. The difference 
of the Sex was made, for the ſupply or rethedy 
of our Mortality” bath, | 
; When we ſhall come to be like the Angels of 
"EP B 7 H6a- 


given in” Marriage. Meat; Drink, Cloatiing, 
f Ti. aaliy, i are 411-provifions'only for he 
Rates  In;the Regeneratian, «there ſhall be no 
further need or uſe of them. 
Our Creator made the Woman of the Man, 
' to ſhew.the near Union and Conjunction which 
ſhould be betwixt,the Man and his Wife. 1.God 
himſelf made +the; Weng as of the Man, ſo 
for the Man, for his Comfort and Benefit, and 
to. be one fleſh with him. And fince Adam had 
his Marriage ordained and celebrated by God 
himſelf in Þy radiſe, and in the ſtate of Inno- 
” cency3._ Whoare they that diſpute againſt God; 
_ his Ordinance and Inftitution ? Such ag 
4 old, Mantranus and Marcion, who condemned 
Aarriage as uncleanneſs 3 and ſuch as St. Ferom, 
who ſpoke unbecomingly of it 3 ſuch as Papiſts, 
who forbid Biſhops and Prieſts to Marry, and ra- 
ther tolerate-them the having of a Concwbine 
than a Wife. F 
* © I camiot prefer the Woman before the Man 
abſolutely; although it be granted, ſhe was 
made after the Man, and of the Man, and not 


Anatomitſts tell us of a finer Structure in the 


Heaven, then we ſhall neither Marry, nor be 


of the common Earth immediately. And that 


Body of the Woman thah of the Man. For the 
Holy Scriptare tells us,” That the Man was nat 
made for the, Woman, but tbe Woman for th&" 
Man 3 and ——_— wr... th 
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the Wotnah, ind to be prefetred before het: 
The Light of Nature rvgh the very Heathens 
to rf. the Male before the Female. When the 
Poets would ſhame men, they call them Womens 
We read im Homer's Illid. B. *Ayatiohs 5K £7 
&xio, In Fig his. Aneids, B.'9. O mere 
Phrygie neque 85+ So Perſins uſes the 
word ohr3 nh Sat- — of eſs 

"Good reaſon then that Wives ſhould be ſub- 
jet to their own Husband 3 and that that Law 
of Abaſuerus ſhould be an Oecumenial Law, 
Vit 0 Cor ArrIY ſhould beat rule in bis own 


The Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, *tis obſerved; 
gives thtce Reaſons of the ſubje&ion of the Wife 
tothe Husband. 

Firſt; Becauſe that {dam was firſt formed, 
then Eve'z wheteas other Qlltatures were created 
the Male and the Female together at the ſame 
time, 1 Tim. 2+ 13+ 

Setondly , Becauſe the Woman was | made to 
be a rmeet help and comfort for the Man, x Cow 


II. 9. 
Thirdly ; Becaufe the Woman was a. or 


| Suiſe our of the Nan, I Cor. 11. $. 


And as a ſign of the ſubje&ion that was das 


| from the Wife to the Husband, the Women in 
TJ Eaftern Countries us'd to wear a Vail on. their 
y Heads, and overt their Faces, and in fo doing, 

; the-Wiſe was faidto have power on her Head, 


B* 2 | becanle 


| Ta7J 
becauſe ſh> had a Vail, which did fignifie that 
ſhe was under the power -of *her Husband, and 
therefore {hes commanded to tear her Husband, 
»Epbeſ: 5. 33: * Which, faith Reverend Mr. Bains 
on thac place, 'did meet with the lewdneſs of ma- 
Ay IWomen, that think, it- heir glory fo know, #0 
.awe 3 for pleaſing, they ſtand» on no ſuch :points 5 
if they like not, they may leave, ſay tbey, let 
them get others do it better: to their Husbands 
moved, they ' will not flick to bid them- go. walk 
themſelves : + For fearing them they cannot why 
ſhould they make Juch bull-beggers of them, zheyfj| + 
are their Wives, not their Slaves ? © Should hey | 
be pointed at for Sheep all the Town over? Theſe 
things-:({aith he) the Dewil will round you in the 
ear with > But know, that you bgd better be God's 
Sheep, than the Devils Shrews. --» So hee: ..:. 
And: Mr. Fohn Ryhinſor, in his Efſayes, #126. 
faith, If the Husband paſs tbe bounds of wiſdom 
and hindueſs, yet muſt not ſhe ſhake off the bond 
of ſubmiſſion 3 but muſt. bear patiently the burthen 
awhbich God-bath Iaid upon-the Daughters of Eve. 
The Woman in innocency was to be ſubjet #0 the 
. *Mamnbut this ſhould have been without all wrong on 
bis part,or grief ou hers; but ſhe being firſt in trans 
-greſtornbath brought her ſelf under another fubjefi-Þ- 
% 5 andthe ſame to her grievor;6cc..in regard of. ber 
Hutbznd,often unjujt,but in regard of God,alwayl- 
moſt juft' who bath:ordained that her defere flog 
be ſubjet.o ber Huxband, whoiby ber ſedugizon þ 
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came fabjed to wal And Abeity: many proud ' 
Women' think 'it 'a matter of ſcorn #4 diſgrace 
thus to bumble themſelves to God and' their Huſ-' 
Tj bands, aud even glory in the contrary; yet #hey: 
i= || but glory int their ſhatht, and in their Haband, 
to ſhame alſo; and whillt they refuſe a croſ5, chuſe a 
> fnof rebellion, both againſt” God' avid their Hus- 
et | bandsc® Which ſhall not eſcape unpuniſhed from 
is | God; though many. "fond Husbands nouriſh them 
Ik therein, ard by pampering and puffing thew- up 
by by delicate Fare, &jtly Apparel, -and 'Taltheſs, 
ef teach them: to deſpiſe chimfelie and altdthers. So 
ey = my Author. ' 
Je + Aiid let me! here have leave to ſay, That the 
be e & peeviſhne(s of {ome Wives to their Huſ- 
| bands inour dayes, hath brought an ill-teporr on 
Matrimony 5 and *tis to be feared, thath trighted 
SF .many-from the remedy*of- Marriage, into the 
mM Diſeaſe of Adultefy ard Uncleanne(s;' - It Wives 
4h woutd,-by their diſcretion, and by cheir neck 
en aridqtifer Spirits, they might gain their Huls 
vel bands: love and affection, and they might-do 
hel thiskindneſ(s-for thoſe of their Sex that areun- 
"ll marvied; they would raiſe andquicken the Mar» 
ket; {o that Tradeſmen thatare: well ftock'd 
with: Daughters, ſhoald« not have.cauſe tocom- 
"| plain tharitheir Daughters: are the veticſt "Drug 
- they have about them + Eet. the Wife make: 2t 
her: buſineſs to. pleaſerheri\Husband .in'lawtul 
__ and ta thereft of her 'Endowments, "of ' 
| B 3 Parts, 


Parts, Parenfage, R—_— Education. Portion, 


add that which makes the.xeſt, That they axe*[ 


not meer Cyphers in compariſon. and account 3- 
namely, Let her tudy toframe and compoſe her 
ſelf what may be, vis- lawfully, to —_ Huſ- 
band, in conforming hey. Manners to his. And 
let not the Husband delight to, domineer over his 


Wife, or pleaſe himfelt in ſhewing alwayes his 


Authority, - (which #oue but fools will do, (aith 
Mr... Robinſon). Nabal was, according to. his 
Name; a very Fool, that was fc churliſh, that 
neither Wife nor any. body elfe could ſpeak tq 


him. It was 4bigails wiſdom to bear patiently 


with him; as it was. the wiſdom of —_ 
that taught him to beat with his Zantippe, - he 
daily home-brawlings, and thereby learned him 
to converſe quietly and. patiently with waxeaſo- 
nable, perverſe, and peeviſh perſons abroad, 
The Husband ſhould -þe able alway toguide, 
counſel; and whos the Wife, to go, before her 
" a5 a man of knowledge. His Wife be ſhould uſe 
aa Comfort aud Helper, not, (faith Sir: alter 
Rawleigh ) -45 a Counſellor. When Adam. in-I4- 
nocency, (he obſerves): and: Solomon, the, wiſeſt 
of Temporal Princes, ta0k, 'comnſel of their Wives, 
they both miſcarried.3 no' ſuch wonder as lamente- 
ble then thas otber -men have. heen ſo allured- to'fo 
y inconvenient and wicked prattices by the per- 
| of their Wivesg or other rnd; yy ab 
" Alam in tbe _ Lag ——_— 
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the Son of David, © God's choſen Servant, and him- 


ak ſelf a man. endowed with the greateſt wiſdom, did 
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thought Heaven is ſet out in Scri 


both of them diſobey their Creator by the inſtigati- 
0%, and for the love they bear to Woman, Þt is 
not ſo wonderful, &cy that otbers- _ done the 
like- $0 he, | L, 


tt. th. i —_— _— 
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Of the Marriage of Perſons in 
Holy Orders. | 


Mis is honourable amongſt all 3 our 
Saviour graced a Wedding with his pre- 
ſence at Cans in Galilee, Fohn 2. and therema- 
nifefted his Glory, by working that Mizhale, of 
turning Water into Wine: By which thofe who 
enter'into that ſtate, might be put in mind, that 
their ſorrows ſhould be turned into joys: The 
Apoſtle St. Paul, Epheſ. 5. 32. makes Marriage 
a Myſtery, and to ſet out the relation and” love 
*twixt Chriſt and his Church, - And laſtly, *Fis 
xe by a Mars | 
riage-Feaſt, Mat. 22. and the Joys of Heaven 
© emu by the joys of a Wedding, Rev. 19» 
e Nazarites that were whiter than Snow, by 
rcaſon' of their vow of Holineſs, were nat de» 
wn by their Marriage. 
B 4 Of 


as well as Cephas or Peter, and other of: the A= || a 


WI? # . of by <4 n | AS L W ® 4 
"9" , > "* , , bd + +. $4 ” 
Of the "Marriage of Priefts.” > : 


' The High Prieſt undex-the Law; was not for= | 
bidden to-Marry, onely he-muſt have-a Wife i{o 
and ſo qualified. Aaron the High:Prieſt, - the 
Saint of the Lord, a Type of our Lord Chriſt, 
was Married, and the HighPrieſft-hood annexed 
to his Family, and entail'd on his poſterity. It 
is made a Character-of Antivebhns Epiphanes, or 
Epimanes rather, that he:ſhould not regard Wo- 
men, - or*defire-Women; in the Old Teſtament, Þs 
Dan. 11.37. And*tis\madea mark of the An- 
tichriſt, and branded for a Dodrine of Devils, 
{ according, to our 'Tmuſlators') . to-fortfid £ 
Marry in the: New 'Feſtament, 1 Tim. 4s 14 3+ 
And;as Prieſts and Prophets? under the Law |: 
might tawfully marry, {ſo might the Holy. Apos þ: 
{les and Minifters of our Loxd and Saviourrun+ far' 
der our Goſpel. St. Peter the firſt, or chief-of Ip 
the Apoſtles, as toa primacy of Order;:was.of [IM 
this -Order himſel And St. Paul afferts; his Þ.de 
right and power to legd about a Wife ar Sifter, 


poſtles of Chriſt.. . | 3 
' - 'The _— foreſeeing ( faith a Reverend | ay 
Author ) the frenfie of this Herefie, (vi2s of for+ Ih 
bidding marriage to Prieſts ) made the Wall higher {th 

and ſtrouger, of the Jaweful marriage of the Mini- - 
ſtracy for beſides the places wherein generally it 
| | | if 


1448 SD. 
j (without all exception) permined to all Ordeds 
af -men to Marry 3 it ſpeak#th- eſpecially 'of the 
lawful uſe of Marriage in the Miniftry. It ſpeaks 
particularly of | their Wives, likewiſe of their Chil- 
dren « which we remember ot to be done in 
other eſtates , oly of the RingEit 3s ſaid, That 
they ſhould not marry many Wives: Wherefore the 
Miniſters: having -#ot onely the common evidehce 
which all other men have to bMJd theer Wires by, bus 
alſo certain ' Spectalties;: and: ſpecial Charters, 
whereby the quiet and peaceable:poſſeſion of thene 
is warranted, it is evidenithat the Popiſh Canre, 
whichimpleadeth them, and condemneth_ them. for 
heir Wives; is alawleſs Court. So Mr. Cart» 
wriobt, in his Anſwer to the.Rben. Teft. S are 
0n-St.: Mat. chap-8':. PS ILSS LIT : 
And amongti the Canons aſcribed to the Apo 
* itdles, It is decreed, Can 5- Tf any Biſhop, Elder, 
riDeacon, wnder colour of Religion, or revertnce, 
ut away. bis \ Wife, let bim be ſeparate from hit 
Miniſtry 3 if be abide in that mind, let. lim be 
ed. | \ hows 
ery Canon (faith the aforeſaid Author) vs of 
a contrary. ſpirit to you 3 for you ſever men froms 
their Wives, that ſever themſelves-to the Miniſtry 
and it ſevereth men from the Miniſtry, , that ſever 
themſelves from their Wives, under pretence of 
"tbe Miniſtry. 
| Again, Mr. Perkins, in his demonſtration of 
x the: Problem, teltifies, That z3be Marriage of the 
= | Clergy 
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Clergy, for the ſpace of 300 years after C} | 
was 8 thing alwayes freely allowed without prohi 
bition, or vow of. perpetual continency. 
| Mthenofons in his Epiſtle to Dracontixs, Gaich 
TloMat 5 6m —_ ou 5 Yotfurixceon, pit 
ver ol 5 murigs. wh VaY WeyYdrany. G0 þ 
Jo 2 TXT 355. TEHHYOY X, pany egos 
OAKAje gu JAVOUS TUYAEVINTRCS . | 
many of the Biſhops, faich gran have n 
married, and: contrariwiſe, many Mouks we ' fe 
daily become" Fathers of Children. Again 
may obſerve many "Biſhops to be Fathers of Chi 
den, and many Monks that bave not ſought to ſe 
their own Generation \ for ubis is lawful, and t 
other is not forbidden, but every one as be liketh, 
let bim undertake to live. And whereas we rea! 
Hith the Decretal, c. 56. That the Sons of Pref 
þave come to the boxour of the Papacy, we muſt i 
them to be begotten by Fornication, | 
by lawful Marriage, which was . lamful for 
Friefts every where, until the time of prohibition 
and in the Eaft Churches is lawful to this day 
Ybo ſinglenefs of Prieſt-hood was inſtituted, 
eazfe of the poverty of the Churches wanting ſu 
ficient means to maintain many families of Biſhop! 
Priefts, and Deacons, D. 28. cd. Syr. 
© Pope Siricixs, about. the year 385. forba 
Prieſts Marriage in the Weſtern Church. -E 
that Decree 23 no Qaiverſal Admiſſion in the 
MC es WALL 


5 o_ 'S ny > #m L 3p me Tree woes Tg Yo ooo 4 4447 v4. 4. 


| — } 


TJ 

8 And.*tis obſcryed that Biſhops and Pricſts mar- 
A ried in England until Anſelms time, that is,about 
31100 years after Chriſt,no Law forbidding them. 
?Tis an obſervation of Balſamon on the 5th Ca- 
non of the Apoſiles, that it was lawful before 
the 6th Synad in Trelle;4or the Biſhops to mar- 
Ty and haveWives, yea after they had received 
that dignity. And for my part, I think, Arch- 
Biſhop Crammer the Martyr, no leſs a -Sajot, 
fe} though once or twice mzxzied, then if he had 
lived fingle, - Arch-BiſhopwPorker alſo, as: I 
4 have rcad,was a married Man. and our Church, 
ſelf} fince the Reformation, - ngyer forbad any of: her 
kf Fathers or-Children to Marxy,, eo nomine, or clſe 
+0 they could not be Preshyters, Prieſts, Biſhops, 

ad or Arch-Biſhops. 2440" |» 
2h»; It was ſmartly replyed by Dr, Featley, when 
wi ſome had-charged it on the Puritans, that they 
J were Calviniſte tantum #on in Sabbato, that their 
Adverſaries were Papiſte tantum non in #x0ratue 
Certainly Biſhop Mowuntague of Narwich, Biſhop 
v4 Wren, and Biſhop Cozexs, were all Canonical 
Men, and yet all Married. And Biſhop. Laud 
f4 was one of the tixſt that for a while was thought 
fol to diſcountenance Marriage in,;men of Holy 
| Orders, ſaying, That in diſpoſing. of Eecleſiafti- 

all cal Preferments, be would prefer #be. ſingle Man 
Buff before the Married, ſuppoſing the Abilities of the 
thil Perſons were otherwiſe equal, © But Dr. 'Heylin, 
oj fat wote his Life, tells us, by what er 

w | an 
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| "and rmethod, he ſought to procure other app 
-henfions of him 3 namely, by negotiating, not 
Tong after, a Marriage between Mr. Thomas Tur 
er, one of his Chaplains, and a- Daughter of 
Windebank , his old Friend 3 and he officiated 
the whole ſervice of: their Marriage in his own 
i'Chappe!, at 'Zodon-Houſe, joyning thei 
"Hands; and giving the Nuptial Benedi&ion, and 
ponoing all other Eccleſiaſtical Rites which 
belong, to the Solemnization of Matrimony b 
the Rules of this Ghtrch. D. H. in bis Life, p 
212% D35.40G608 2:5 5; PIE X 
-- - F'acknowledge thay the Papiſts urge again 
he Marriage of our Clergy, the ill manners ant 
{Jives of their Children; I confeſs I cannot tel 
of any one of our married Clergyes Wives, that 
can'match that- Whore, who, they 'fay,- wa 
'the Mother of Gratian, Petrus Corneftor,” and P 
ter Latmbard ; yet doubtleſs there have been fa e: 
* motis'men who have been Children of Biſhopsf} a 
the Fathers of the Church, and of others inf} fi 
'Holy Orders. Biſhop King, late of Chicheſter P 
«was the' Son 'of Biſhop King, ſometime Biſhox 
-of 'Londox. - Biſhop Hall, late of Cheſter, w: 
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the Son of Biſhop” Hall, Biſhop: of Norwich # 
whoſe Works praiſe him in the Gate. And i 
"hath been obſerved, that five Knightly Familie h 
deſcended from Arch-Biſhop Sands,Arch-Biſhop] -tt 

of York, "One of the greateſt blots in our Eng. £ 


* liſh Biſhops Eſeutcheons in this matter is, thath+B 
| - Sig 3 
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Sir Toby Matthews, a great: Son'of the Church 
of Rowe, was a Son of Arch-Biſhop Matthews 
k of Toths \ / 46h 
A -. Let me add, for the honour of our Married 
M0 Clergy, that Sir Francis Drake, that- fatnous 
val Sea Captain, was the Son of a Miniſter in De» 
cir} 2onſprree | ' 
nd] © Manyat this day have attained to the honour 
ich} of Knighthood, who owe their Eſtates to.:Bi- 
by ſhops and Arch-Biſhops : And *tis no abatement 
fl to their Honour, that the late.xeverend and xe- 
"| nowned Bp. of Cheſter, Bp. Wilkins, his Mother 
was the Daughter of a Miniſter, viz. Mr. Fobx 
Dod, a man famous im his Generation for Piety, 
and a learned Man, and who tayght that excel- 
ﬀf ent Critick of Chrift-Church,, Mr. Gregory, and 
x the great Biſhop of Wincheſter, Hebxew. + - 
It cannot be denycd, . that molt of the Anti- 
ent Writers cry up the excellency of Virginity 3 
ps and that divers of the Fathers pleading tor the 
inf ſingleneſs of Pricfts, do detract from the due 
\& praiſes of Marriage. | 
- So Siricius ſtuck not to ſay, That they that ave 
ras in the fleſh, that is (faith he) in Matrimony, can> 
cþ,Þ 10t pleaſe God. | 
ll And Ambroſe, : Offic. Lib. 1. Cap. ult., will 
ied have the Prietts to be pure from Marriage, and 
fl to be contaminated by Marriage. But the bleſſed . 
of Apoſile St. Paul, a greater than theſe, allows a 
zath-Biſhop to be the Husband .of one Wite, that is, 


One 


3. . Ep 
dne who liveth diaffly with ofie WIE alone at 


one time. - And-whereas forme would opp 


Marriage and Chaſtity, the ſame Apoſtle, it 
Titus 2+ 4, & 5+ teaches us; that Wedlock and 
Chaſtity-are not divorced or ſeparated each fronj 
other, but may dwell together in the fate Houſe 


and the ſame Boſorn, exhorting Titus,: to teach 


Toe young Women to be ſober, to love their Huſ+ 
axds, to love their Children 3 to be diſcreet,chaſt, 
keepers at bome; good, obedient to their own Huſ- 
bands. That which the Apoſtle Pax ſaith, in 
I Cor. 7. That 'ti good for @ mui not to touch 4 
Woman, is to be interpreted, *Tis not expedi 
ent,viz-that if a man have the gift of continency; 
and with particular - reſpe& to the Chriſtian 
Church in that time of Perſecution 3 for the A+ 
poſile faith; Nevertheleſs to avoid Fornication, 


det every Man bave bis own Wife, and let every 


Woman have ber own Husband, Verſi 2. of the 
ſame Chapter. | 
. And Paphnutics, a good Man, and 2 Biſhop 
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in the Council of Nice, though himſelf a tingleÞpro 


Perfori, named an honeſt Matrimonial Conjuns 
<tion, 2 Godly Chaſtity. | 
The Celibaty,or fingle-Life of the Clergy,a 


and given great occahon to abominable fins: ' 


others in the Popedom; hath hindred much goody! 
7 


Ste Ulrich, Biſhop of Auſpargh, in an Epiſtle! 
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which he wrote; wm. of a fearful Speac 


Qa-1>-at Rome n 


, that after Pope Grego#ſhy 


£25 J* 
at{+y had decreed and confirmed the untmarticd 
RI kind of Life, he intended tofiſhiim a deep Pont 
it Yat Rome, hard by the Moniſtety of the Nuns'; 
the Water of the Pond being let out, theyfownd 
{more than fix thouſand Heads of Childrer, 
& which had been caſt into the Pond and drown- 
Ved; theſe were the fruits of the unmarried life : 
Whereupon Pope Gregory amazed at the ſight, 
aboliſhed that Decree concerning the unmarried 
nd of life 3 but the ſucceeding Popes decreed 
the ſame again- 
And in the Monaſtry of Nexbzrgh in Auſtria, 
i where there had been' Nuns who were diſplaced 
;Ffor their ungodly leacherous doings; as tny Au< 
hor ſaith, when the Franciſcan Fryers, who 
yere ſet therein, intending to build, digged up 
Svclve great Pots, in cach Pot was a Carcaſe of 
little Child. 
We are told, that the Multitude of Baſtards 
re ſo great at Rome, that they are conſtrained 
p $0 build particular Monaftries, wherein they are 
leÞrought up, and that the Pope is named their 
1- Father 3 and that when any great Procefſions 
Src held'in Rome, the faid Baſtards go all before 
{he Pope. If the Pope be accounted Father tg 
1; Sl the Baſtards, that may call the Whore of Be- 
-By/ox Mother, I ſfappoſe he may have as man 
children every day in the year, as that Counteſs 
Fad at a Birth, namely, as many as there are 
laycs'in the years 
* p&/ Os 
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7...” Oar; Hiſtories, us, - That Fahy de Creme, a 
Hoy 579as ſent ver: from; Rome.,ti 

with þisbigne(s and bravery, to blu ; 
ur Engliſh Clergy,cout, of their Wives z | he 
made; *tis {aid;,a. mot gaudy Oration. in the 
commendation, of Virginity 3, and,on the ſame 
Night at London:he was. caught.iu Bed with, 
Harlot.' See F.,H.. B. 3- p. 23+ But the Cardi 
nal. might far ſooner and caſter. be permitted hy 
Concubine or Harlot, than the Engliſh Clerg 
their lawful Wives, the Pope being Judge: + 

- We hind afterwards, that the Clergy paying 
Fee.or Fine to the ,Pope, were tolerated thei 
Concubines ;..And this cuſtom was ſo gener: 
and thought ſo juſtifiable, that when one of ch 
Prieſts pleaded he had no Concuhine, it was ath 
ſwered (trait, Habeat fi velit, ſolvat pecuniam 
He may have one if he will, let him pay hi 
Money. 

Yea, it has. of date dayes been maintainec 
That Marriage in a Clergy-Man, isa greater fu 
than Fornication, if not than Adultery. 3 and 
yet their Schoolmen, Thomas aud Scotus, that 1 
other things differ, agree in this, That the far 
gle life of Prieſts, is not by Scripture - prohibited, 
but by the Conſtitutions of the Church. 

.. What ſhall we ſay to theſe Men that make it 

a.greater fin to break the Law of the Church, 
than the Commandments of God ?. Sure we arg, 

J Scripture prohibits che Marziage of Priclly 
01 
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'vf Miaſiers of the Church: The Apdftles were 
no-moreenjoyned - ro forſake their Wives, than 
'theid Father and Mother, Houſe arid Land and 
tit Gymg of our Saviour, That whoſoever did 
Firſc2\f ather 0 -inothin, ior bouſe ax land, or wife 
For Þiſake, reſpeed: tliole that were not Apo. 
hf files; as well as thern-that were. *Tis well noted 
ray by our Church Hiſtorian, that Exaobwathed with 
by God, and beg ut' font and- daughters c'- In which 
rg E9b;faith he, met-the threefold capatity of King, 
4 Pribft arid Prophet's He made not a Prayer the 
21 fels for having-4 tfild the more 3: and-let us be 
iy tut alike holy wittfEweb.and let others be more 
ral fioly with Arſelns aid) Dunſtan; that: oppoſed 
uy - the tnarriage of -the! Clergy here! in-(Eugland. 
ar -They ay: of the latter; that be took. .the:Devil by 
ml Yhe nfes how trae thatis I know not; but in this 
point, forbidding to marry, being a deftrine of De= 
- | vile; *ei$tyhe enought that thee Devikled bins by 
col the noſe; ' If that place +be urged; r:Gor-7. 33% 
uy where the' Apoſile ſaith; that be that isrparried 
uo careth for the' things! of the world; bow he may 
1Y Plenfs bis' wifel The Hiſtorian anſwets, Theſe 
ll things are vitia mii, 406 matzimontics uxoris, 
6} not uixgratus, flowiig neither from the exerciſe o 
matriape, bit only from! the depravid uſe thereof, 
which by-Gods aſfiſtznte'and mans beſt endeavours, 
may V7 fied ili So hes 
| _ Thar otherfaying of cho Apoſtle in: the Lime 
Y; Dapeer; Bol play ar anveber; axape rt of 
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with conſent, for. s time, tbat ye may gigr your 
ſelves to-| fafting 1and 'prayer, \and come ogetyer 
again, that Satan tempt. you not,” by reaſay-uf, yur 
uot having the-gift of continenqy, doth not, juſtifie 
the -Popiſh: Prohibition of: marriage 1+tox that 
InterdiGion of. the Marriage-led. is voluntary, 
by mutual conſent of the; pattics, and, tempo- 
rary only; :dxrante bene-placity z But the Popiſh 
Prohibition is impulſive,by the power of others ; 


and perpetual.,' to continye; during thair: lives, | 


F.H.b.3.p.22: Wo to them by whom ſo great.gf- 
fences and ſcandals come, } as do daily in the Pa» 
pacy, fram the forbidding to marry. If marriage 

a Sacrament; why ſhould the Prieft he Jnter- 
diced the.uſeof it? and ifit be uncleannels, as 
the Marcionites and Maniehtes taught,” why-arc 
the - common: people, the. Laity indulged. it ? 
"There were, -I-know, the Scripture faith, Mat. 
19+12- ſome: that made themſelves Exnnupbs. for 
the kingdom of beaven': But, our Saviour hath 
laid; upon his Diſciples, : whether Miniſters./or 
ordinary: Chriſtians,” no., ſuch unucceſlary,, byr- 
then: If a) man. have; the-gjfe pf contingency, 
which, hat, a' common, ;baff;.2 proper. gift,..he 
may-xeegive:ity but not-1n.Origens ſenſe, ww 0 al- 
kegorized: pther- Scriptures,: and *tis ſaid, ; took 
this. jo:\aditexal ſenſe 3, by.the (are xcafon.; we 
| ſhould cus:off- our. right. hands, and; 
pax right;yes, ,and.dutnember our 1clves, 
* - gcfiroy;oux badies, . eſk they, hould be occaſions 
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prayers, it tot being neceflary to falyation. to 


and inſtruments of fin to Us: But this way of 


interpreting thoſe ſayings of Chriſt in, the Go- 

el, would be contradiqory to God's Law,visz. 
the' Sixth Commandment. The Apoſtle Pak 
faith indeed, "Mortifie your members which are uþ- 
0 earth, which he expounds to be fornication, 
'uncleanneſs, evil concupiſcence, &c. But whilſt 
the-Church of Rome would compell: her Prieſts 
and Nuns to be like-the Angels of Heaven, xet- 


. ther marrying, nor giving in marriage, *tis tod 


apparent, they occaſion many to be worſe than 
Beafts, and to be delivered over to the: unclean 
Spirit, or to be poſſeſſed with an unclean De- 
vil- 5 FT /* We 
"Tt is marked, - that thoſe who have negleQed 
the remedy of marriage, which God. hath pre- 
ertbed; have in vain uſed other means and me- 
thods of cure. In vain, as'to the cure of Con= 
*cupHcence, ' did St. Ferome'ſtmke his breaſt with 
ſtones, St. Francis embrace and kiſs the ſnow, tb 
-tdlhimſelf, and quench this fire of Luſt ; and 
St. Benedi& ſtrip himſelf naked; and licamong 
the thorns. ” In vaitt do the!Romiſh Prieſts as 
Nuns make Vows' of Celibary, or Single-life; 
they Vow that whictyis riot in their power, that 
i5,to live always ſingle, and yet.chaſtely ; where- 
'as the gift of continency is'a proper gift, and. 
rarely given. If they-ſay, they will pray for this 
gift. But where hath God promiſed to hear ſuch 


live 
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ive chaſtely,” withput uſing the zemedy. God 


.gave not this 'gift-to thoſe he loved dearly, to 
Moſes, to Aaron, to Samwel, to David, to Haiah, 
&c- Iynatins and Ambroſe tell us, that all the 
Apoliles except: Fob, were married; Philip the 
Evangeliſt had four Daughters 3. and Plating in 
the Lite of Clerzs the firtt, ſarthy that St. Lacke 


- was. married, -and: that his wite was in Bi- 


#hynia. | 

;.--*'Tis afond ſaying, an imagination of theſe 
-mens: brains, that;the Apoſtles had wives, but 
-that after their undertaking the, Ofkce of Apo- 
ſleihip, they never accompanied with them 
they may as wallſay, they left for ever all pro- 
pricty in theirthildren, in their houſes, in their 
Hfſher-boats :  Bat'+we ſee that they did noty, 
St. Fobn had his houſe, wherein he entertained 
the Blefſed Virgin: /Mary after! the death of our 
Savioars' {; 1 bur 33.1352 ,n5n00 
' Again us tothe Vows of Monks and Nurs, 
ordinarily they avetnade unwillingly;or without 


Kknowledgeof: what they do;. and whether they 


hill fave-power to'\contain>... Men make their 
dairghters Nuns at 'twelve, yeors. of age. .and 
their {ons Monks at fourteen; when they know 
not what 'Eoncupiſcence meaneth, and which 
after kindling, 'burns mare violently, like: cin- 
ders covered over with aſhes, ;at laſt break out 
violently into a. fldtne,,, Witneſs the unchaſte 
lives of many thathre under this Vow of Chis 


ſtity, 
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AS Goff» a. - a cc a >: a ac wt Aa 


1 5 0 G66 DU pe 


C21) 
ſity» But if #hey cannot contain, it 4 better for 
them to marry than to burn, better break an un-' 
neceſſary and unlawful Vow, than the Com- 
mandment of God 3 better a Prieſt, or Monk, 
or Nun, their Vow notwithſtanding, marry, 
than to break the Commandments'of God; and 
their Vow in Baptiſm. *Tis horrid tothink that 
the Popes forbid marriage, and permir or tole- 
rate fornication and adultery in their Prieſts asa 
ſeſs crime than marriage. 

Again, That although a man that hath had 
two Wives, be accounted irregular in the Papa» 
cy, yet he that hath had divers Concubines'is 
not, as Pope Irmocext III. declareth. If for the 
ftrengthning of their unlawful Vows, they urge 
that of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 5-11, 12. where 
faith, Refuſe the young widows 3 for when they 
have begun to wax wanton againſ# Chriſt, they will 
marry > having damnation, becauſe they have bre- 


hen their firſt faith. This may be anſwered from 
r 


e context, namely, that younger widows 
ſhould marry, and guide the houſe, and not he 
received into the Office of Deaconeſſes, ot'being 
ſervants to the Church, to relieve or look tothe 
ſick, and to ſuccour the poor, becauſe ſuch pex- 
ſons, it they ſhould make ſuch a promiſe tothe 
Charch, to continue in that ſtate alFthe days of 
their life, would be apt to break it, either by be- 
ing wanton againſt Chriſt, committing fornica- 
tion, or elſe would be under the power of their 

| C3 _ + hugbands 


| (33 ]-..: | 

husband, and ſo not de liberty to ſerye The: 
Church. Now therefore the Apolile concludes,; 
that none ſhould be received into the Church as: 
Deaconefſles , under the age of threeſcore , at 
which time, faith one, the Vow of not marrying 
would be ridiculous. Therefore the Pope and bis 
/ Clergy, faith Dr. Fulk, admitting other widows 
or virgins to profeſs or vow Coutinency , do ſin 
againſt the expreſi Commandment of the H. Ghoſt, 

Nor was the want of Monaſteries, and Monkiſh and 
Nuniſh Rules and Orders in the Apoſtles times, the 
gecafion of this Prohybition or reftraint : For, {aith 

gy Author, the Ixcantinency of Nuns and Monkg 

an Cloyſters, aud under all your Rules and Orders, 

bath and doth daily give ſafficien proof, that Luſt 

will uot be kept out by the walls of your Monaſte- 
riernor by tbe Rules and Preſcripts of your Orderg. 

So then as the experience of ſome younger widows 

that had followed after Satan, was a ſufficient rear 

ſon to cauſe the Apoſtle to refuſe all young widowy 

$0 the Office of Deaconeſſes 3 ſo. the experience of ſp 

many Milch Nuns, and filthy Monks and Friers, 

- teach us, that no young perſons. are to be admitted 

_ #0.any Vow or Profeſſion of perpetual Continency. 

Let me add here what the ſaid Poor hath out 

of IFierus de Prejſtig.Demon. l-3«<cap.9,11. edit-3, 

That the Devil belpeth the Nuns in their ahoming: 

ble luſts, in divers Nunneries 1n Germany,namely, 

iy the Province of Colen , where 3be Depil in the 
Bheneſe of a Dog, was ſeen to fall upon m_— 
tÞe 
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2 
\c time, 2 LSEW $ mauner, about the * 
grin" of 'oner Lord, 1558. "nl/9%n the *Nunnery - of 


a6: Nizanth 3 in Colen,the Nuns in'moſt Itby manuer, 
ſuſfered the ſame illufion' oftentimts\, in the fight 


Dl and eſence of many, anno 1564: 

'S "The ftate of the Church, ſaith Gerſon! Chancel- 
lor of Paris, is grown altogether bruitiff and mon-' 

Ps > HE g 


in | fros > and ſhould give an Item to the Overſeers to 
enquire, whether the Cloyſters of Nuns, be not be= 
come the Stews of Harlots — and who 'wonld think, 
faith the Author of the Triumph of Ryame over: 
defied Proteſtancy, ' that ſo wiſe a man as Ce-' 
farias'Branchedorus could ſo far over-ycach. as 
to ſry," that the Iuſts of whoredom anid 'glmtt: ' 
if and other ſhameful enormities, had gotten ſuch 's 
bead, that young men did pati muliebria , and 
« Prieſts did facere virilia 3 and that - their Nuns 
", did, as it were, openly ppdfeſs nnchiſtity 3 and at 
laſt, that whoſoever was noted to be a ſhameleſs 
Adulterer, or a wild Ruffian, that hail laviſh'd out 
G all bis Patrimony, anu, pene, venitre, was ſure fo 
- betake bimſelf to the Court of Rotne' as bis San- 
10 nary, And again, Who conld have looked for 
fuch language to fall from ſo grave an Author as 
p Eſpenceus, that enr Anceſtors wiſh'd » that our- 
Clerks ſhould turn their wives into their fiſters ; 
; but now our age turns them into Lemmans and 
' | Fhores, aud couſeq wently their lawful iſſue inta 
Pl Baſtards. And again, God bath 'taken away our 
fons, and the Devil bath given us Nephberws + and 
C 4 whe 


could ingagine that F Aw 
- ine that ſolearned: ang ingenious 
& Eraimus would f& for wroyg bis: UT 
«4/0; that .« of  Mowafterjes. are - ſo 

generated, that the Stews are more choſte, wife 
ber, aud modeſt tbew wr 

The ſupplication of Beggars tender'd to King 
Hexry VIIE. affured him, that by virtue-pf+ the: 
Sacred Votarics, there were a hundred thoyland 
Whores ip this'our Nation. . Fryar Mexolem in 
the Pulpit cryed to the Clergy, Te my Maſters of 
the Chuxeb, da not damn your ſouls : Te have 
now Birds is the Cage that chirp. to your by boy z 
» kyow my whe put them aw 


ther of Fong Irtzemph over, api Free, 


which ſome ſay. was Biſhop Hall 


' Qur . . Hiſtorian tells : us., that Kin King 


repben's fury, fell moſt fiercely an the ae 
Biol Baxds, for cralling him in the choice. 


of theix Biſhop: z for beſcnt.and took their Fo- 
' eariq't, thatis,(Roger Hevedey) being, Interpre- 
ter) their. Concubines, and. caſt them into the 
ower of London where they chntinued many, 
ys, not. without much ſcorn and diſgrace, till, 
at laſt choſe. Canons ranſom'd their liberty at a 
ka NS Fe IRR + Book 3. Þ+27+ 
nr 1 I hope. we may {akcly 
Fly” this wy ul honeſt Concluſion, Tha 
inarriage is. not, to be prohibited, to a whole Or= 
þ;>1 be ren the pale of the Church, neis 
Aly, OREN) ad Wy 


- 


F 2& Þ 
wat. ; to ſutfer FOCng.UE 
of. women to. vow 

"yy was poly ſaid of Pope. Pixs the (eco 

F\ I for greg , cauſes - Prieſts wives were taken 

| from them, but that for greater cauſes they ought 
- Ut ne? to_them again: See Plating i io the 
: | life. of the laid Pope. 
| It is bettcr to marry than to nay faith StuPaul - 
Y and the Canons — -St. Paul's Church alore- 
* | named, had much better have had Wives. than 
p 
| 


r 


0, and young 
ey al their liv 


Focarid' s, Fire-makers, or Concubines. 
How horrible is it that the Church of Rome 

'\ doth hold, That *tis much better, and leſs offence, 
. | for a Prieſt to uſe another mans wife, than to marry 

one of his. own, after that be hath once accepted and 
| | married our dear Mother the boly Church for bus 
; wife during life. 
|: But lg farh Apoeryphal Dodtrine of the 
ye Romiſh Church, I come to the Canon of 'the 
- | holy Scripture, 1 Cor.7-2- To avoid fornication, 

let everyman (and therefore —_— perſons are 
\ | pot exempted): bave bis own wife, and every wo-- 
| 21a (and thexefore Nuns are not interdicted) 
\ | bave ber own buband, and to ayoid fornication 

it isenjoyned;z and therefore all perſons of: boch 
\ | Sexes, wha have not-the gift of G& ontinency, are 
|} bound to marry norcan any Vow or Oath be 
| | pinculum iniquitatis, ie» a Bond of Iniquity, 
and oblige again(t God's Law, which ſaith, Zhow 
hols: nos commit Adultery and, I is better to- 
Ul FT. | | marry 
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ATTY than to Ws A WM two' Oaths bi ' 
taken, and the one contradict -the "other, thi 
. fitlt is obligatory; and not theſecond.. Nowl 5 

all” Pricfts and Nuns in Baptiſm vowed to keep 
all God's Commandments , and: therefore: the 
Seventh, #ot to commit Adultery." * SY : 
\ Thoſe Scriptures, Be ye boly,' for T am holy} 1 
and, Pray continually, concern all Chriſtians, as] © 
well as Pricſts and Profc{ſ:d perſons 3 and there * | 
fore if they be interpreted to oblige from mar: c 
riage,thcy oblige the Laity as well as the Clergy, -7 
to uſe the ordinary diltinftion. Befides, Aaroy c 
and his Sons,though married perſons, were daily] ; 
both'morning and evening to attend upon the ( 
| Sacritice, and to burn Incenſe every morning, | 
Exod.. 30. 7. and this Incenſe was a Type of F 
Prayer, which every Chriſtiany whether mat; ; 
ried- or ftngle,' is bound to offer up unto God [ 
daily. As for holineſs, Matrimony is not in» 
confitent with holineſs, witneſs Abraham, Iſaat 4 
and Facob, Aaron the ſervant of the Lotd, and 1 
Exoch that walked with God, 'and yet did not Þ 
forſake his wife'atd children 3 and *tis obſerva | 6 
ble, that the Boſors of Abraham, although a mar+] * 
ried perſon, -is uſed to ſet outit Heaven by in| * 
the Scripture. 'Tf Heaven had been ſet out f 
by the Boſom of any Saint in Heaven,' that had 
al ways kd a ſingle life on earth,” what triarhphs þ 
would Rome have made on that occaſion. 'And 
whereas *tis ſaid, Rev. 14-4. Thoſe that Je 
q = | La 


Lamb whitherſoever Ss 77 theſe are theywhich 
1e .xtot ppl ke gek far they are Pigs 
o rtainly Chriſt is followed whitherſoever' he 
| the octh, not only by the bleſſed Saints that have 
J led a fingle life, but alſo by married perſons,” as 
tyi atriarchs, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and innumera- 
leothers, as the Scripture ſpeaketh, 2' Cor. 5.6« 
30 1 Theſſ.4-17- And the Apoſtle ſpeaks of all kind 
of true Believers, 2 Cor-11.2- Theſe are bought 
from among men, to be firſt-fruits unto God 
- and the Lambs theſe are dedicated, as firſt 
ily fruits uſcd to be, unto God, They are called 
bs (tis thought) Virgins, becauſe they adhered to 
Chriſt, when the Whore of Babyloz had made 
"G1 all the Kings and Nations of the carth drunk 
with the cup of her fornication. It is'conceived 
this place may have reference to thoſe Iſraelites 
that were inticed to Idolatry by the Midianitiſh 
women 3 and *tis frequent in Scripture to call, 
4 or compare Idolatry to Adultery or Fornicationz 
} Þ<cauſe God's people are betrothed and married 
:| unto him, he is their Husband, and they his 
- Spouſe , and when they go after Idols , they 
-; | are ſaid to give God a Bill of divorce, and to gb 
a whoring after other gols. Or, as Dr. Hamond 
4 | 02 the place, Theſe are they which bad kept pure 
o | on: all the beretical Gnoltick, corruptions of n= 
fleanneſt. Where there is neither ſpiritual nor 
rnal Fornication or Adultery, there is no de- 
nh "s with women z for the marriage-bed in 
Scripture 
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$criptyre-DialeQ is the bed undefiled , and 4 [\w 
the. pure all things are pure- The unbelicving bus | 

band, is ſanttified by the believing wife ; and thi |.w 
wxbelieving wife, by the believing husband , and | 
therefore are their children holy. If marriage way | 
filthine(s, or uncleanne(s ,'or a vice, or that I. 


married, perſons could 'not peas God, doubtleſ 
the H. Ghoſt would never have ſaid, Marriage it 
haxorable among# all , and therefore amongft 
Clergy men3 nor would' our bleſſed Savioat 
have been born of a Mother, though a Virgin, 
yet. eſpouſed and married to a husband, name- 
ly to Joſeph. Marriage, one faith, fills earth, 
and Virgiuity beaven but if there were ng 
Saints 1n carth, how ſhould there be any in hea- 
ven? if carth were cmpty, how could heaven 


be full of Saints? He did not commend his Sex |. 


that ſaid, a woman was a neceſſary evil ; for 
how evil then muſt man be deemed, for whom 
ſuch an evil is neceſſary ? and I take him tobe'a 
fool.as well as mad, that being asked, whether 
he was married ? he anſwered, He was never ſ 
mad yet} for I dare ſay, there are more made 


ſober than mad by marriage, I preſume, that |: 
Hypochondriacal Melancholy, a ſpecies of mads I] 
neſs, doth .more ſcife and diſtract ſingle, than | 


marricd married perſons. And confident 1 am; 


'as one ſaith, that the Patriarchs did converſe Id 
with many wives more chaltely, than 'many dd -;; 
* now adays with one ſo that many live now Þ« 


more 
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; | mote, Holily - arid, chaſtely in Wedlock, than 
others in their. Cloyſters and | Cells. And if 
when.a voyce from heaven calls: co fingle per- 
Tons, whether. man or woman, whether Eccle- 
faltical or Temporal perſons, Let every man baye 
his own wife, 8c. Let them not ſay or reply, 
do not meddle with any fiate that is; common. ar 
unclean. If they ſhould, I reply o.them again, 
What God bath, cleanſed, or rather always. ac- 
counted a pure, holy and undehled cliate, that 


call not thou common or uncleaxe | /\; 
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© | © walifications requiſite in them that 
4, e Lo 460) DGI-HC 0 z | 
Ir marry.  ebnxe> ! Of 
n 
4 $ for the Qualifications of. a Husband or 
4 Wife, I would advilc all, tp, Jook at true 
5 | Religion in the fiſt place, thar thale ther marry, 
e | may be ſaid to marry in the - If Imi- 
t fake not, this was that King ; Femes. adviſed 
1 I Prince Henry unto, v. B-A. 2 bp. 72; &ic, When 
n {| Svlomon marricd the Daughters of a ſtrauge god, 
y gens fell. to-tolerate, if nat $0. worſlup their 
Q c bls. | GVu1 < JI Nik 
d |; Next to Religjon,, I ſhould c A Swat 


able. Diſpoſition, and a Conformity in 'Manners, 


that 


wit Fo FR in the ſocie 
"and = one'of another. "And as I whitlſ 


not have a man or woman rharry oy 
"chiefly by their eyes or fancies 3 fo neichs 
"would I adviſe a marriage” betwixt thoſe. thy 
"have an averſneſ$ or antipathy at firſt ſight ea 
*o'other. ' T would have a natural, free arid an 
"enforced affection before marriage. When the 
is no otheraffecion *twixt parties than what's 
"the fruit of Rarivcination, or Syllogiſms, I would 
"tiever perſwade' a mattiage : Syllogiſtical loy 
ſuch as is raiſed thus : 
Every man thaſ love his wife : 
But this worth is'my. wife" 
Huy ore I ought to love her. 
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Nd 6 on FX, 3 part of the woman in reference al 

to her husband. X 

12 Every very miſt Joye/heb bwn hiobanſts 0 
**\'This End my bisband 3” WE 
exrl Y Imuft love Him. ET Ms - 


| I fay; ink: is goes ſo fir” abonr, hat {6 
-Fike to' be long before it bring hame affe&io 
*Natare isalways at band, and” natural a 
ons are up at firſt view 3 bar Reaſon, Rehy 

| I Ws i ER too, are ſometimes to ſeek, or 

diſtance; by Paſſion,” "ris true. notwittſ | 
{andiry 


thus wot? FS. 
any OI: meet wit tt ©yc> 
; Dre, ra very.th oro jnce IL.£YS 3 any hh; - 
Jy which Salo = 1 arfrg YG 


WY proves a are Do, anda forment-to theme 
Wiclves,. w ſit, draws Enos 


in obj A nplons jeu $ And 

ty of, theſe ha en, as oftenti ye 
Y Uiſeaſe, 2; "ke els or at, PR es ng : 4; 
| Fruita #5KG-,. into-2 C 5+ each its he = 
| hy countenance, into an object 1 in which thaw 
I wilt fay,. 396 


pie —_ 
Next, need adviſe you not to = 
ar, Not: tor onot, Or gre rentage, Q 
ble Titles for. theſe OO Ira nGY and. & 
are of (mall. value, an Wt oe a 
cymbal, yea, more diſcor nie, 
7} moſt part, in fuch matches, and heuce aff 
js the worſt ſort of marniage-mulick. 
, | yin birth and parentage makes odds, where al 
* } ſhould be even 3 the one. oft; lords i it in this. : 
and the other is but a ſervant, and .a ſerviy 
; | to their fellow yoke-fellow, aſervant, u derling 


toall their high kindred, and. often de Ped By 
thel r own ſervants. *Tis in luch families c 


tis in the ; EY y, of Hawks, the males are the 
pulenings (af on, mg have, oF reſpect, 


ir bon ak ings ride” por to marr) LL 
| God i x Fg, meerly. fox money :_To' wo 


Fd 
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32 - 
w_ or Marti > his is next to n 
"Devil. pbet3pe fy _ Counſellor | 
or 1 4 with ſomething +, * 
| chats ae bony, rhthod 
; Rodd: © for money, 15 not off 
taking; orrhays makilg, God flever aps 
ny ndr _ pproved of fach oh. 1 
fave ſeen x 'Pi&ture of three rmartiages, 
neal to'be mate by God, er by Love 


and'a third by'the' evil, and th} third IN th 
Piaure was, when two old covetons wretche 


married together, that th ſoynhouſe t 
'fand" to ! S702 and oy ile It was 


Kh 


ws , CT” Eo Ugo. Ser Rwy TW 


- obſerved Wir: Herbert To, in his lit 
jd bf mak g'Religion onfs bufineſs, ' thi 
ws r fout& i in De ark ory amongſt al 

2 ke of ; that God ordained mar] ; 


to make one" hi And if fo, then if wi} , 
trake that rhe chief end of rifzrriage, whid] |, 
was fiever by our Mer and the Author of 1 mar} « 
riage, fiicended or deſigned any end at all, howf }, 
tluh dre we degenerated ! how [have we de y 
pal Qur ſelves, nd funk Gods Ordinance ins I 
eatth, mire anfl/®cr! If & miſtake not, th 1 

#, hd our Aticeffors the Saxomr,ultd to pu 
chaſe" their wives with gifts or dowtics : Hens: of 


the'euftoiy with us, of laying Cow and Silva f 
upon the Book, m the Solemnizat] qn of Matri Iy 
triony, 2nd chic Mitiſter's giving i Bridez 


at perhaps ulfo choſe words inthe Office aps 
pointed ſ - + 


— os 


— — 
= _ 
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2 pointed on the mans part, with-au n.y; fs 
oY goods I thee endow 3 and the money given at that - 


time, was an earneſt of the relt. A good wite 
at any rate, is a good bargain, I had much ra- 
ther give money to buy a wife, then (ell-my ſelf 
to purchaſe a rich one. Intoler abili/Mabil eft quam 
femina dives;he that marries for 100 5.& 1000 s. 
a 100, a 1000 to qne but he is overwiv'd. As 
he that marries above himſelf tor honour, is like 
a ſhip that hath too much fail for its ballaſt ; ſo 
he that marries below himſelf for money, is like. 
a ſhip over-laden, that hath too much burthen- 
for its ſails, and fo is in danger of finking. They 
that will be rich, fall into temptation, and a ſuare, 


'and into many fooliſh and dangerous Iujts, which 


drown men in perdition- 
Well then , marry neither only or chiefly 
for beauty, .by the eyez nor for honour, by the 
earz nor for money or wealth, by the hand 3 
but find out a meet helper, a ſuitable yoke- 
fellow, one whom you are ſure you ſhall love, 
becauſe you do love her, and that tgo for hex 
Virtues and Qualifications, ſo decently lodged, 
that you cannot but be pleaſed to dwell with 

tnems 
To conclude this particular about the choice 
of a wite, and converſation with a wite, let me : 
mind you what Wiſdom it (elf adviſeth, name- 
ly, To marry inthe Lord , A woman that fear- 
eh God, ot a. meck and quiet ſpirit, in whole 
rs lips 


S i , ; I M 
. 4 | 

lips isthe Law of kindneſs, in whom your heart 
can ſafely truſt, a good houfewife, that "will 


look well to the ways of het honſhold, and will - 


not cat the bread of idlenefs, Prov. 31. 

And that you 'may hope for ſuch a blcfling, 
the greateft earthly felicity 3 for your prepara- 
tion to marriage, take King Fames his advice to 
his Son Prince Hexry, Keep your body cleah and 


- wnpolluted, till you give it to your wife , to whom 
* only it belongeth; for bow can you juſtly crave ta 


be joyned to a pure Virgin, if your body be pat- 
Inted ? why ſhould the one balf be clean, and the 
' ther defiled ? 

As for the time of your marriage, defer not 
to marry till your old age 3 for marriage was or- 
dained to quench the lutt of youth, Marry not a 
woman unable, cither through age, nature or ac- 
cident for procreation of children 3 neither mar- 
ry one of known evil conditions, or vicious edu-= 
cation z for the worhan is ordained to be a helper, 

. and not a hinderer to ran. Add hereunto as ac- 
ceſlions, as 'that wiſe Prince advileth , if -they 
may be had, Beauty, Riches, and Friendſhip by 
Alliance in your marriage hecauſe Beauty cu- 
crealeth your love to your wite, contenting you 


the better with her, wichout caring for others3[ 


and Riches and great Alliance, do both miake her 
the abler to be a helper to .you : Marry eſpeci- 
ally to one of your own Religion, weigh” and 
 Eonfider how you and your wife can be one 


a EY ——__ ; "_ * pw hn. i. _ 


reaſon danton- yours. Bel 2 b. p20 / 


[35] 
fleſh, and keep unity betwixt you, being mem- 
bers of two oppolite Churches : Diſegreemerit 
in Religion brings on wirh it, diſagreement in 
manners. When you are married, faith the Royal 
Author, k-ep inviolably your promiſe made to'God 
in your marriage , and for your behaviour to your 
wife, the Scripture can beſt give you counſel there- 
in : Treat her as your own fleſh, command her & 
ber Lord, cheriſh her as your helper, rule ber as 
your pupil, and pleaſe ber in all things reaſonable, 
but teach ber not to be curious in things that belongs 
ber not. Te are the head, ſhe is the body ,, it is 
your Office to command, and hers to obey, but yet 
with [ach a ſweet harmony, as ſhe ſhould be as ready 
to obey, 4s you to command as willing to follow, 
us ye to g" before : Tour love being wholly knit 
xnto ber, and all ber affefiions lovingly bent to 

follow y-ur will. Three Rules he eſpecially gives 
the Prince concerning his wife 3 Hold ber-at the 

Oeconomick, Rule of the bouſe, aud yet all to be 

ſubjeF to yoter direction Keep carefully goo, 
and chaſte company about her \. for women are th 

fraileft Sex —— And be never both angry at onc6, 
but when you fee ber in pdſſion, you ſhould with 


| a ” _ 


——_ 


CHAP. IV, 
Of Chilaren, 


FN QNe great end of Marriage, is the peopling 
CZ the world with mankind;eſpecially plant- 
ing the Church with a holy Seed 3 becauſe men 
and women, the individuals, dye, they ſeek law- 
fully and rationally, by marriage, the conſervati- 
on of their kind 3 and becauſe men cannot avoid 
death, and live ever here, they ſeek to live after 
death in their poſterity 3 when they are dead in 
* their own perſons, they have a kind of Reſur- 
*” rxection in their children, Good and bad, Saints 
| and ſinners, and thoſe of both Sexes too, are de- 
firous of children 3 What wilt thou give me, ſaith 
Abraham, ſeeing Tgo childleſs ? and this Eliezar 
. of Damaſcms, a ſtranger, born in my houſe, is my 
þeir; and, Give me children or elſe T dye , ſaid 
Rachel. | | 
Encreaſe aud multiply, was one of Gods firſt 
bleſſings to his Creatures, after their firſt, creati- 
on. Fruitfulnefs is generally reckoned a bleſſing, 
as Barrenneſs;a curſe in the holy Scripture. God 
our heavenly Father, that hath the key of the 
glouds, he keeps the key of the womb : he open-" 
2d Sarabs womb. that ſhe conceived a Son in bis 
| (0 
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., age, and he faſt ſhut up all the wommbs in 4bi= 


melech's Court. Hence it is, that children are an 
inheritance of the Lord, and that it is account- 
£d one of God's prerogatives, that he tnaketh 
the barren woman to keep houſe, and to be a 
joytul mother of children. And therefore be- 
cauſe the Patriarchs and Saints of the Lord 
were thus perſwaded, they made their humble 
addreſſes and. petitions at the Throne of Grace 
for children, 

The Jews tell us, that Abrabam and Sarah 
put up their jJoynt prayers to God for a Son 3 
{o did Hannah the Mother of Sqgmwel, and we 
may probably gueſs, Zachary the Father of Joby 
the Baptiſt, whilſt he miniſired in the Temple 
and prayed 3 for we read, Luke 1.18. the Angel 
Gabriel (aid to him, Fear not, Zacharias, for thy 
prayer is heard, and thy wife Elizabeth, ſhall bear 
thee a ſon, and thou ſhalt call bis name John : 
And' truly, .if God give a child in anſwer to _ -- 
prayers, *tis to be hoped, that fuch child will | 
anſwer the Parents prayers, and prove a bleſ- 
ſing 3 and ſo did Iſaac, Samwel and Fobn the Bap- 
ziſt, I confe(s, that ſometimes wicked men, 
who are deſcribed to be ſuch, as call not upon 
God, have their fill of children , Pſal. 19. 14+ 
and again, that Jars forth their children like 

ir children dance,Job 21.11. 
But yet I ſay, that children that are the fruit of 
prayers, are uſually: a double bleſſing 3 when as 
D 3 chil 


[38] "I 
_ children beſtowed on wicked Paxents, who pray 

not for them, oft-times proye a difmal curfe to 
them. In the one ſort, Gag, as it were, lights 
io. his ſervants Families a* Candle , that heir 
naines be not put out in obſcurity : In the other, 
he permits a fire to be kindled, and: that to'a 
-kind of wild-fixe, which ſoon confumes the 
whole houſe, with the timber thereof, andthe 
ſtones. thereof. ?Tis a bleſſing to be fruitful, and. 
to have our name continued on the contrary, 
*tis-a;curſe tq be barren, and to haveour names 
. blotted out > apd therefore God provided; that 
if the elder Brother dyed childlets, the next Bro- 
ther was to raife up {eed unto his Brother, and 
that was to be called after his Brothers name. 

The cauſes of Barrenncts, are oft-times : 

I» Diſobediexce to Parents: "Tis juſt and 
equal that hey Thoald dye childlefs, that do nor 
honour their Parents, by - whom, under God, 
they had their own Beings, Births and Lives. 

' 2». Adultery and Uncleanneſs : Thoſe who 
lie with other mens wives, are puniſhed with} 
Barrenneſs in their own wives. 

3» Notorious Wickeaneſs, and obſtinate Rebell:- 
04 againſt God : When a man 1s wicked over-J 
24 4 well may God in wrath fay, Write thi 
man 'Childlzft z or, there ſhall no more of this 
mans ſeed be ſown and_ Fob 18. 19. He fhali 
aetther have ſon nor nephew among bis people, nat 
any remaining in bis dwellings £ 

4: Av 


V 183] © 
. 4+ At inordinate defire of great things in this 
Porld, and of the continuance of our Name 
Family, Pſal. 49- , 
5+ Perſecuting of Gods Saints and Servants, 


+ or affliting the poor and needy, Plal. 109.13. Let 
bis poſterity be cut off, let bis name be wiped outs 


Certainly on the other fide, Fruitfulneſ(s is a 
bleſſiag 3 and as a good Wife is the belt Earthly 
bleſſing without us, ſo are Children a ſpecial 
gift of God: See Pſal. 113. 9. & Pſal. 127. 3,45 
Children, are an beritage of Jehovah 3 the fruit 


of the momb bid reward, or wages Hebr. As 


Barrenneſs is threatned and inflicted ſometimes 


asa. curſe, ſo is Fruitfulneſs promiſed and be- *\ 


ſtowed as a bleſſing 3 and yet God will be ſought 
unto for this bleſſing; So did Abraham \eck 
God for a Son;and obtained him: After Iſaac had 
lived with his wife twenty years childleſs, they 
both (ſay the Jews) went to the Mount Mo- 
riah, and prayed there for a child, and God 
heard them. 

* I ſhould nct adviſe Polygamy, as a means to 
be fruitful, and to multiply our Progeny- One 
wife ſeems enough, aud often too much for one 
man to govern 3 and *tis obſerved, that ſome 
who have allowed or indulged themſelves the 
liberty or licence of many Wives, have had the 


feweſt Children. Solomon's Wives and Concu- ' 
| bines made up a thouſand, and yet we read but 


of three Children he had by theta alli 
| D 4 2: Nex* 
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kt 2. Next to Prayer for Children, .let me ad- 


viſc aſcrious reſolution to bring up- your Chil- 
dren which God ſhall beſtow on you, in the 
nurtureand admonitiog of the Lord ;. reſolve 
you and your Children will ſerve the Lord. 
'Endeavour to be able to ſay to God at laſt, when 
you come to give account of theſe Talents, Of 
all thou baſt given me," habe T loſt none : There is 
never a ſon or daughter of perdition amongſt 
'them, not a profane Eſau, or a carſed Cham, nor 
a ſcoffing Thmael, never a wandering Dinah, nor 
'a mocking Michal; Lo, here am I, and the Chil- 
dren thou halt given me. 

_ * 3« Love God's Worthip,the place of his Wor- 
ſhip, and thoſe that miniſter about holy things. 
It was. to Haxnah, praying at Shiloh; to Za- 
chary, miniſtring in the Temple; and to the 
Shunamitiſh woman, that ſo courteouſly enter- 
tained the Prophet Elijah; and to the Mariner 


 . "arid his Wife, thatin Q Maries Reign hid that 


eminent DofQor and Conteflor, Dr. Sands, af- 
ter Archbiſhop of York, to whom God gave 
Sons, after they had been childleſs a long; time. 
4-Be you your (elves'God's Children,his Sons 
and his Daughters, and 'he will give you Chil- 


.- © dren,Sons and Daughters,or at leaſt a name bet- 
-* ter then of Sons and Daughters, Tſa.58. & Pſal. 


128. Bliſſed are all they that fear God, and walk 

in bis way-— Thy wife ſhall be as the fruitful vine 

wpou the walls of thine, houſe— Thy children like 
x Olives 


655/246 ate 
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Olive plants round about thy table——Tea, thou 
ſhalt ſee thy.childrens children , and peace wpon 


Iſrael. And this laſt Clauſe,” brings to mind that 
ying of our Saviour, Luke 21. 23. Woznto 


them that are with child, and to them that give 


ſuck, in thoſe days. If you ask why ? it. fol- 
lows, For there ſhall be great diſtreſi in the land, 
namely, of Iſrael, aud: wrath upon this people. 
Elſe, ſave in caſe of war -and defolation, or in 
caſe of trouble and perſecution , as: the times 
were like to be when St. Paxl wrote to the Co- 
rinthians, 1 Cor. c.7. Elſe, I ſay, Bleſſed are thoſe 
wombs that bear, and the paps that give ſuck 3 
the bleſſings of the breaſts and of the womb, are 
the language of the Holy Tongue : And though 
in troublous times it is not good, ze. expedient 
to touch a woman, yet m |] times, and of 
Adam in Innocency, God-ſaid, it i not good for 
the man to be alone: And as we havea woin 
Luke to thoſe that are with child, ſo have 'we a 
Ve ſolz, a wo to him that is alone, in Ecclefiaſtes, 
ditingue tempora & ſalves difficultatem, diltin- 
guiſh the times when, or of which theſe things 
were ſpoken, and you will -cafily reconcile our 
Saviour's words and his Apoſtles, with thoſe of 
Solomon*s. The Hebrew word Ben, which fig- 
nihes 4 Sox, comes from Banah, to build 3 and 
thoſe Mothers who bring forth children, are 
ſaid in Scripture to build up the houſe: So 
E-: 4 * ©y prayed for Boaz his wife, 
Ruth 


=" 3X; 


Rxth, in' this Es... The Lord thake the wi 

man that is come "into thy houſe like Rachel, and | 
"Tike Leah, which two did build uþ the houſe of 
Tract 3 and I may ſay alfo, Which two did build 
wp the Church of God. And if they built up | 
God's Church on Earth, they made ready a pev- | © 
ple prepared for the Lord in Heaven : And as 
Feruſutem which is abave, is ſaid to be the Mx 
ther of us all, (0 in another reſpe& , Feruſaley 
that'is below.I mean the Church ou Earth, doth 


4 

| 

: 

{ 

bring forth Sons and Daughters to God, and is Þ| { 
the Mother ofall the Children of men, that ar 
indeeda}ſo the Children of God, and Member , 
of the new: Feruſelem in Heaven, or above. || ; 
7. 3. Þ - ( 
poren! gems . 
CHAP. V. - 

Of the Education of Children, e 

'S 


Bn. of themſelves a bleſſing, prove if /,, 
4 crols and a curle too, unto their Parents || 4 
if not cultivated or well managed by a goof: 
Education. Teach a Child the way he thoullſ *4 
go, andhellnot forlake it when he is old : fa 


Duo ſemel eft imbuta recens ſervabit edoren 
Teſta din- | I 


Although ragged Colts prove aten good horſs]: 


& | yet let the horſes run cill chey are fix or ſeven 
id | years old, wild and unbroken, it will be a hard 
f | matter to tame and manage them. *Tis good 
HW) *that'a man bear the yoke in his youth: Blaſpheme 
WJ not, faying, 4 young Saint will prove 'an old 
& | Devil; rather, a' young Devil is like to prove an 
a | "ofd Beelzebxb. You may bend the Oak as well as 
| the Ofter, whilfFit is young and tender :- Now, 
'm 1 now 15 the time, the ſeaſon, the very nick, ar- 
th} ticle and joynt of time, when you may turn your 
8 Children which way you pleaſe. Oh then, now 
[teach them, mind them to remember therr Crea- 
SY tor in the days of their youth; bring them up in 
' | the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Let 
God have the frſt-fruits of their time, the flower 
of their age 3 dedicate them to God betimes, 
by engaging them to him and his ſervice tn the 
firſt place. God .-would have Children prefent- 
ed to him in the Tempſe-at forty days old 3 our 
/$zvidur faith, Suffer little children to come unto 
Ih me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the hing- 
5f * dont of God : And our Lord was pleaſed with 
oof "the Childrens Hoſanna's, as he rade in Triumph 
Wh "to Feruſalem : Out of the mouth of babes and 
| ſucklings tho. haſt ordained or perfefted praife , 
faith the Pſalmift, Pal. 8. 
"Ml "God of oldcall'd co young, Samet again and 
| again, whilſt he was a Child, rather than to old 
Eli, We keep aday to Commemorate the 


&1 young Infants of about two years old, that were 
kv murthered 


murthered for the cauſe of Chriſt, as well asf 
St. Stephen the Protomartyr, and of St. Paxl the 
_ aged, that were put to death for the name c 
the Lord Jeſus. God of old ſeaPd the malg 
amongſt the Iſraelites at eight days old for his 
own, his peculiar Treaſure. And if God wil 
own your Children, why do not ye Parents pre- 
'ſent them to him? Children within the pale 
. of the Church , God looks on as his Children; 
And if ye take his Children, your Sons and 
Daughters which you brought unto him, 
and offer them to Molock, to Baal, to Idols, 
or bring them forth, and up, to the Murtherer, 
or the Abaddon, the Deſtroyer of ſouls, by evil 
or careleſs Education, a thouſand times better 
had it been they had never been born. How will 
Children in Hell curſe their Parents , that by 
' their evil counſel, or evil example, or want of 


' good Precepts, and good Paterns, brought them, ſy 


to. the place of torment ? Oh therefore teach 
them, by inſtilling good Principles into them 
betimes, and guide them by your good exam- 
ple 3 always beableto ſay to them, Be ye fol- 
lowers of us, as we are of Chriſt ; or, IWalk ſo, 
as ye have us for an example; drop good and: 
precious inſtructions daily into theſe narrow 
mouth*d Veſſels, and when they are old, they 
will retain the good infuſed into them jn their 
young days. Chaften them if they offend, if 
you love them, but in meaſure, that it may ap- 


pear | 
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I anger, leſt they be diſcouraged, leſt you pro- 
I yoke them to wrath alſo ; leſt your bitterneſs to - 


pear you love them. Corte& them, but not ix 


them, imbitter their ſpirits towards you. Teach 
them Afﬀability, Courtefie, Gentleneſs, Humility, 
that as you love them, ſo may every body elſe z 
that ſo they may paſs their time in peace” and 
quictneſs, both at home, in their own boſums, 
and abroad in the world. 


# Next after they are fitted by a competency of 
Learning, for ſome honeſt and ſuitable Calling, 
be ſure you diſpoſe of them accordingly, con=- 
fidering what Biſhop Sanderſon hath left on Re- 
cord in one of his Sermons, that Tale Gentle- 
men, and idle Beggars, are the peſts of the Com- 
#uwealth ; Let yours therefore be carcful to 
maintain ſome honeſt, Trades or Callings, that 
they be not unfruitful. Theſe things are good and 
poo wnto men» Whereas the Grecians would 

ve all Children to be bound to keep their Pa- 
rents when old, the Athenians put in this Ex- 
ception, Unleſs their Parents had taught them no 
Trade whereby to get their living. Every man , 
faith Mr. Perkins, beſides bis general Calling as a 
Chriſtian , muſt have ſome Jerjens » particulay 
Calling to walk m, either publick or private, ei- 
ther in the Church, or Commonwealth, or Family. 
Adam his perſonal Calling aſſigned him by God, 
was to dreſs and keep the Garden 3 and Chriſt 


\ - 
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' the ſecond Adam, lived with Joſeph,Caith Mr.Perv 

hins, inthe calling of a Carpenter : And hercupſ#! 
on 1t was, that the Jews faid; Is not this thefp 
Carpenter, the ſon of Mary Mark 6.3- Nor isv« 
it a gra bay devote your Sons and DaughtenJ® 
to be Monks and Nuns in the Mouaſterics be-yP! 
yond Seas. The ancient Church, ſaith the ſameI'® 
Author, condemned all Monks for Thieves a 
Robbers, that beſides the general duties of Prayer pl 
and Faſting, did not withal , employ themſelog} 9 
z1 ſome other Calling for their better mainies © 
Hance, 

Give your Children then Callings : If-youÞ.” 
ask what Callings ? I anſwer, 1. according to 
their Natural inclinations : And ſecondly, ac | 
cording to their Natura! parts and gifts. Thoſe % 
Children which excel in the gifts of the body] 
bring them up to Mechanical Arts 3 thoſe Chi 
dren which -excel in gifts of the mind;  brfng} # 
them up to the Liberal Sciences, to kcademic 
Leaming, that they may be ſerviceable thereby - 
in Church or Commonwealth. Athanaſius that 
famous Biſhop, was tirſt put to Learning, becau 
he was found by the Sea fide, doir 7 the part « 
a Miniſter amongſt a company of little Chil 
dren like himſclf,examining and baptizing them 
according to the ſolemn Order uſed in the Cons 

ion. The Athenians, betore they placed | 
heir Children in any Calling,odid firtt bring A 
them tnto a Publick Place, where — 
"i 


pt of i 
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09% ſorts were 1aids and they obſerv'd, with 
Eyhat kind of Inſtrument they took delightztothe 
elite Art after did they apply them with 
 +Mfycceſs. Chriſtians may do well to follow the 
cnIcxample of the Hcathens in this ſo rational a 
practice : Chooſe Colngs for your Children 

tor which they are fitted, and to which they 
Wn ae inclined 3 they then will delight in ther Em- 
ployment, aud their lives will be comfortable 
mn [ them, their very Callings will be Recrea- 
+9. | Ons. 
|] After you have educated your Children, and 

{trained them up in ſome honeit Cling, pro- 
Ot wo OY ' a 
«0 | ride timely a ſuitable Match for them. *Tis 
ic. | the Parcuts duty to diſpoſe of their Children in 

Marriages as appears plainly by theſe Scriptures, 

1 
+ 


Dent. 7.3. Exad. 34-16. 1 Cor. 7.38. Where ob= 
ſerve, faith my Author, that the Commandment 
touching the Marriage of the Child, 
'þ given to the Parent, nos the Child. 
by | Thus Abrabam took a wite for his ſon Iſaac, and 
at | Jac ſutfer'd himlelt to be diſpoſed of by his 
kh Father 3 afterwards Iſaac commanded his fon 
i 


Mr. Perkins, 


Facob to marry in the houfe of Laban, Gen» 2Y. 
and Fazob obeyed. I do not mean, that Parents 
m | may abſolutely command their Child to marry 
n- | this or that perſon, but to marry one thus or 
ed | 'thus qualified, according to Rules of Scripture, 
n 

0 


and right Reaſon and Prudence, I fay they may. 
zGreat is the power of Parents oyer their Chil- 


. Arcn, 


dren. In ſome Conntrys, Parents have power 
of life and death over their Children: 'Amonigf 
the Jews, the Parents might ſell thetr Childrer 
to free themſelves out of debt 3 and in caſe Chi 
dren were diſobedient and incorrigible, their Pi 
rents might bring them forth to be Roned tx 
death by Gods Law. 

And this brings us to treat cf the next Head 
or Argument (viz.) The duty of Children tc 
wards their Parents, Hoxownr thy Father and 
' ther, faith the Law Which # the firſt Command 
ment with promiſe, ſaith the New Teltament 
Epheſ. 5. Parents mult have a double honour 
namely , of Reverence, and of Maintenance 
Thou ſhalt fear thy Mother and thy Father. An 
again,according to our Saviour's Interpretatio 
the Phariſces Corban non obſtante, Children we 
bound to provide for their Parents, *Ailimz\ar 
yev, to-do or ſhew kindneſs to their Father and 
Mother 3 yea,” thoſe Chriſtians who do not pros 
vide for their own Parents, are worſe than Ins 
fidels. It is fad to think of what Luther ob- 
ſerves, That one Father will more willingly maix 
tain tex Sons, than ten Sons will maintain ont 
Father :'but where Children are unnatural to then 
Parents, God in juſt judgment ſuffers their Children 
to retaliate their unkindneſs unto themſelves. 

*Tis memorable, the Story of the Father, 
who being drawn by his Son to the threſhold of 


the houſe, by the hair of the head, grycd to him, 


vu 
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aid reverence to them, bow down to them, ot 
| E 
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Fl F 200 further 38. Robinſons [9% p. 548; 


'Tisobſcrvable, that 'Chuldren are /apt to light 
their Mother molt, and her eſpecially 1m: her old 
age. . Weateapt to.break over the hedge. where 
*tis loweſt 3 but the: Law of God:1s. a 'Mound 
and a: Hedge in.this Gap, charging us #9# to de+ 
] Joie e ver! Mother whey ſhes old, 'Prove23:22-. And: 

15acurſe denounced againſt him, that ſet+ 
wry light ' by father' ok mother, azid 'alltbe people: 


7 were. to Ja, Amen40-it, Deut» 27.16« Hog ter® 
ribleis that place, Prov-3017+. The:eye that mock; 


eth at bis father, and: defþi eth t6 olcy bis- mother, 
the Ravens of the Valley ſhall pick, it. ow; and the 


y yowrg Eagles ſhall eat it; And he that flights his 


Parents for the infirmities that accompany their 
ald age, .ot for their wrinkles, 0r:hoary hairs, 
is very unreaſonable. The niatural:afledtion and 
kindneſs of the Stork to'its: Dani. may. be a 
witnehs againſt ſuch Children, ſuch work thari 
unreaſonable mien and womicti. ZEneas: is call'd 
Pics new by the Poet; and why? becauſe he 
carried his Fathet Anchiſer upon his back/at the 


eF deſtruction of Troy, We muſt do what. we, can 


0 hide qur Parents nakedneſs: 'Remember Chims; 

or his ſon Carzaant curſe, who. ſome fay,' fir 
fav tis Grandfather Noab, and went and to] 
his Father, and is therefore curſed: We muſt 
think xeyerently of them, we maſt ſhew out- 


riſe 


. ys _ 
FY 


them, and reſpectively of ithem :. We malt: 

their juſt: and-lawfulcoinmands'y if they-fay, 
Go, wemuſt go 3 if, Cotne, we muſt come; if, 
Do this,” we muſt do it- 'We'muft providehecets 
farics for theimiif.they-want.afford them Seer 
exc, 'we muſt thus honour orreward them for 
their kindneſs to. us. © The Jews have a faying, 
What honour is t0 be given to Parents ?theanſwer 
is, To give them meat and drink, and toclouth. 


them and cover. thems Let's.endeavour to:procare. 


their hearty prayers for bleffings to God upon us: 
and ours;-and-dread the'thoughts of thei. ill: 
Wiſhes, Curſcs' or Imprecations. "W)3 
"Tis memorable what St. Auſtin in his Civ 
Dez, b. 22. cap<$.rclates,namely, Of ten Children, 
that being :curſed by their Mother , went ;about 
-quaking and *tremblzng. from. one. place to another 
like V agabonds. And 1 have. been very ctedibly 
told of :aSon; that ſtamping on his Methers 
grave, for:madneſs-becauſe ſhe had givew-him 
no more, thereby broke-his- leg. Though a 
man' muſt love'his 'Wite more.than his Mother, 
' yet he'muſt reverence his/Mother, rather than 
 his\Wife: We ſhould honour our Parents:living 
and dead, with' Civil honous: and” reſpect; f 
Foſeph fell on Facob his Father, and kiſſed: him 
when dead. Give them decent burial5::{d + 
cob and Efau too, buried-their F pweyy vr 3 and 
weep, Orimourn, over theni- David ſpeakingot 
SY! . great 


" "T3 | 
riſe up:before them 3. we mult ſpeak awfallyto: 
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Lane; Aith, he bewrd down heavily, ' #f one-thas 


mourned for, bis nivther; Plale3 51. "hd 'Fofeph 


 whenche buricd his: Father, 'it wds with a great 


and folemn- mourning,-and of a:long: continu; 
ances Gex. 50-10. It the widows-made great l#+ 
mentation ' for the-death of Dorcas; and ſhewed 
the Coats that ſhe : had made. for them; Ads 
9.39. how much; niore ſhould Children weep 
and mourn for: their. deteafed' Parents , fronj 
whom under God tliey had their Beings, theix 


Lives, Education, Fol and GIG and 


Portion:and all. 


CAAPVI... 
Of the tf, of C hildren: 


j*; God have given you Childreri, and ek 
them away again, yet be not like Rachel, 
weeping for ber children , becauſe they are not 5 
Rather with Fob ſay, The Lord 'bath given, a : 
the Lord hath _ away, bleſſed" be the name of © 
the Lord, Job 1.21,Better, I think, to have had 
Children, -though we (ee cherh £0 before us to 
their ek than od have been always Child- 
leſs; for hereby God hath takeu away the re 
wa aci\/Kid es of -Barrennels, ard hereby you 
_ t0-fill —_ and your Children 
2 ate 
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kreinot loſt, but gone, or ſent. thither before you- 


whothad all his. other goods doubled; had noe 
6 hr of re oy and this reaſon 
ſome give of it, becauſe theſe were not loſt, Fob 
ſhould: meet with them again .in Heaven»: - If 
your Children dye in the womb, and never ſee 
the Sun, the Sun in the - viſible Heavens, yet 
may they for evcr- ſee the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
in the higheſt' Heavens 3 and ſurely 'tis a plea» 
fant thing always to behold this Sun, in the vi- 
fion and fruition of whom conſiſts ſo much of 
our happineſs. What though your children dye 
in the womb, or go out of the world prefently 
after they are born into it, yet may they ſee 
God, notwithſtanding the ,opinion of the Fa- 
ther, that Daras Infantam Patey ; and notwith- 


ſtanding the hard-heartedneſs of the pretended. 


Mother-Church of Rome, m this a Step-Mother, 
rather than a true Mother to her Children. The 
Heþbrew Children: that dycd before the eighth 
day; and conſequently before they were circurgs 
cilcd, and. thoſe Bethlemitith Children that were 
baptized in their oww blood 3 and that child that 
being born, was alſo baptized and buried in the 
flames, being thrown into the fire again, the 
armsof that Midwite that delivered the Mar- 
tyred Mother ofa live child, doubtleſs were not 
excluded Heaven oe want Je a Sacrarnent FOue 
they did-in no wiſe ne or contemp, but 
could not haves theſe being Mates os in 
| tne 
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| Yhe Covenant made and ſealed: to'; and: with 


their Parents had aright and title eo the heaven 
Iy-inheritance, were” of with God, and co-heirs -. 
- "Again conſider, That God may have taken 
away your Children from the evil to come on 
thephace where they lived. When Storms, Tem- 
tr Trovbles are abroad, you Parents call 
me-your Children, and- ſo. doth God. God 
Aith'by his Providence in theſe (caſes to his 
Children, though your Children alſo, ' Come my 
Children, enter thts your Chambers, | and hat the 
door,” til all theſe eallngities be overpaſt.  *Tig'a 
common faying,' Quem diligit D-us moriter Fa6- 


vents, he whom Gol loves, dyes young 3 and 


ſometiqne, and in ſome cales,- God calls/the ſins 
of Parents to remembrance, and iNays- their 


 Children- If fo, it be, this is ia L 


ard ought to befor -a lamentation 5 Buc __ 
your Repentance, God may give other Children 
itt roomm-of- them- he hath takety fenmi'youy, 'of 
himiſcif be bertesirlign ten Sons, than all Sons 
and Daughters' £041d be unto you. - Learn of 
Aaron the Prieſt of the Lord, who when he had 
loſt Nadab and Abihs, both in one day, and after 
an extraordinary manner, did not ſay, If it be 
fo, why is it thus? butſaith the Text, And 
Aaron held bis peace, Levit. 10-3. he was dumb, 
and opened not his mouth, becauſe God had. 
done it. Fongh was angry becauſe God had 
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Cmitten andwithere the Goard,: that came.up 
irc a night, and periſhed/in a, nights but:Aproy 
-4cquieiced 5n Gods handyr work, though, heſkeyy 
his two Sons by fire in an extraurdinary mannggs 
110 allthis Aaror finned'not,. nor charged God 
foolifhly. :Bebotd, be taketh amay, why can binder 
bini? Who: will ſay unto 'bim, what doſÞ rt '? 
Tf thau-aft either barren, ar by the death 
child childleſs, thou mayeſt do well to ed 
Gthers Childrew'; you may adopt ſome Kinlmgn, 
by Friend, &r Neighbours: Child, and cultivate 


:abd».ſowthe ſeeds.of Virtue and Learns 
ing im tham;-and make. dich: your heirs 3 elſe 
—_ the Church, or Paaxyour heirs, and do 
lly therefore waſhe your Eſtates, ox 

bee idly nd waſefully, - 


ger the: want of this bleſing; for Children. are 
{oz andthew,chereaſe and abound more. in. your 
Devotians towards God 3 3the leſs youare to,care 
fr the things of the workl,the more xcaſan you 
have, /and; ore.care; yourlhould have; On 
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of Pie thee beve bad &y Yen. 


TE Pivetts have Children y and they prove 
—— to them, how great is that-cro(s! If 
ve curſes; if comforts, turn to ſor- 


he. your light-bedarkned in the Heavens 


pag Rs great-is that darkneſs! And yet 
this may: be the cafe of .a good man or woman 3 
for Parents are Parents; as men and women, and 
not as Chriſtians 3 and Grace and: Virtue is not 


'Ex+tradace, is not propagated. A righteous 


Noah,” had a phe Cham; a good David, a 
rebellious: Son Abſolom. Of ſome Children we 


| _ fay, Bleſſed is the womb that bare them, ard 


nu OY gave them ſuck 1--of others, It had 
ex goud for them, "and for their Parents too, if 
arg -ebildren bad never been born : *Tis more to- 


Jerable'to havenone, than wicked Children. It 


is the'Specch and- Protckiation; of King Fames 
in: his Prcface:to his Book wo hlePrincn,” I proteft . 
befare . that (great God; T bad'rather ut be a Fa- 
ther; :and Childleſs, tban. be a Father of wicked 


_ Chiltlven.' I charge you (ſaith he) as ever you think, 


#0 deſerve'my fatherly bleſſing, to follow and pt 
FT pradiife, þ far as in you , the mae 
E 4 


- 


T:45 1 


"courſe, T1 rake "the great to record; that this 
ok Hue be a avi wigs 7 betwixt me and 
you, and ſball proture to be ratified in —_— 
the Curſe that my coſe bere I give 
And Td inthe life Reverind My 
> log that he had told his Children fo _ 
both inthe fime of hisfickneſs, -and before; he 
verily believed thatmonedf.them dur{Fthink to 
-mecthimat that: great ZFribunal , in aniinte- 
generitc eſtate, Leabfefs;r'tis fad Meditation 
tor a Pareotco :think/'of <a life or dcath of a 
wicked-Child:.' iDazzd, that was-preſently com- 
'forted. for the'death ob the:young Child -he had 
by Bathſheba; refuſed td: be comforted"Yfor ;the 
death of | Abſolon: , ſorely lamenting, 'Oh4bſe- 


Jfom,my Sou; my Son, Tspoutd. th Ged Thad dyed for 


#bee,Ob Abſolomzuy &01,my $04,2 Sarn-a8-g3-Þt is 
'thought:it was for: themaniner Of 'his'deathy, the 


Cl conditicn he dyed-inz.atad-for. his Sul, that 
he pierced his hdr: {> deeply; and that he wept 
- ſo _ ſorely, Let good! Parents'that. Have bad 
Children; give them good counſel, fand! good 
example, and: pray:daily' with al carnefinc$, 
for the retumyof their \Prodigals.' 'St:) Ariſtine 
Mother | Monica, her Prayers for her $0n, «when 
a Matichee, were heard at laſt, and he was con- 
verted, and becarhe one of the and {beſt 
Lights of the Church:lince the Apoſtles. times. 


*Tis thought of one cauſe why Hetcckiab wept fo: 


ſore 


j 


hereafter following : And if ye follow the contrary * 
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ſore at the tidings of death was, becauſe he wag 
then Childleſs';; but could the Prophet. have told 
him;that he:{hould have ſuch a Son as -Maraſſeth, 
that:ſhould:: commit: ſuch abominations , how 
needs muſt {uch tidings have made his ears to 
tingle,and pierce his heatt thorough with many 
ſorrows: Yet'this may ſomewhat alleviate Pa- 
rents = that. have bad Children , Manaſſetb 

whenheawas in Chains, ſought the Lord, and 
was found'of him at the laſt, and that out of 
his:loyns, by his Son Amore, came the Mirror of 
Kings,” King} Foftahe. And if thou haſt niatter 
66 ſorrow:from thy own immediate Child, thou 
tmayeſt have. abundant cauſe, of rejoycing from 
thy Grandchild 3 thy Childrens Children - may 
=_ the Lord, and this may be part of 'thy 

appineſs,) thus'to- ſce thy Childrens Children, 
and peace upon 1/ael. And. fith o it is, that 
ſometimes "godly Parents: have ungodly - Chil 
dren,.this ſhoutd moderatei your delirce of Chil 
dren, and your grief - for the-want of them. 
Let' none be ſoimpatient. or paſſionate as Rachel, 
ſaying to God, or their own Husbands, Give 
me Children , or elſe I dye. It may further be 
conſidered, that if yet good Parents: have divers 
towardly Children, yet if they have one pro-' 
phane perſon, as Eſaz, it may break your hearts 

more than all the reſt can comfort you. Like as' 
in the Natural body, there is more grict by the. 
«kirig of ſome one part,though but a tooth, than 
50th: 6s , -b-» lh 
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eafe and comfort in all the reſt: that are found: 
and well. And this confideratian;/[though. tf. 
ought not to make us. judge 'Childred+no ble) 
fings, or not the giftof God; or-t6 be lighthf; 
eſteemed 3 yet may it _ as upon being as carn-ſ-, 
eſt, for to have our Children to be born again; 
as to be born at firſt3\-to have-them Gods Chil-J,, 
dren by Grace, as ours by naturez add to :haveſ 
his Image and likeneſs on their Soulspas ours on {- 
their bodies. When the .Parents are./in -Coxfh1 
venant with God, and endeavoar their utmotna 
to educate their Children in the fear-of God, ited 
uſually follows, that their labour is not 34 vairt infling 
#he Lord. The Ilraclites, the holy Scriptures tellfan 
uus,' their Sons and their Daughters, which theyſfio 
had born unto God, they facrified unto: Devils 
Pal. 106+ 37+ Which in a Spiritual. ſenſe we dightin 
ith one, if -we either negle inftruting them, we 
of praying to God for them; or walking exemplari- p 
ty as we ought before them. or corretting them duly, | y 
-or any ſuch means as by which the ſeeds of Grate | wi 
may grow and proſper in them,” 'Reobs: Eff. p. 1 to. 
53% 533+ " 37-13 7") DOE?) ' gics 
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ind; Of Adultery end Fornication, &c.. 
Ul> 0 | 


ve Aldzns is accounted filthines and; uns 


on cleannets, 'and compaxed. to the filthieſt 
X gs, Scum, Mye, Vomit 3 but;this lin is fie- 
offnanter, call'd. the fin of Uncleannefs 3 *tis cal; 
; tI&d-alfo Abonungtion, Ezek, $2119 and Neight 
 inJ 10g, Tere 5: Thee fins, axg wſnally ſecret fins, 
elljand therefore-molt frequently committed 3 plea> 
9] fiog fins 3 ftolley, maaters are ſrgegt, and bread eater 
ils, {a8 ſecret; and wen:are prone. to torget theſe fans ; 
{the Whore wipes. her mouth ,; and. thinks. all 
m I well-*Tis obſeryed,that the Sacuhice which was 
+| offer'd for the woman ſuſgeed of Adultery, 
ly, | was call'd an Offering of; Memorial, becauſe i 
te was ngt offer'd. to put away.ſ1n, but to brine 
-j{6:mipd, or to remembrance, if it was commit- 
| [d- Adultery, by, God's Law, was puniſhed 
with death, eicher, as the Rabbins (ay, by ſizang- 
ng, or they, were to be thruſt thorough with a 
avelin, as Phinggs executed Zimry ar Cooby 3 or 

"| they. were. to,he fhoned with ſtones, if the Dam- 
lel that was defled, was betxothcd 3 ſec Dexr- 22. 

1 23424- orelfe.by burning with. fixe, - if, ſhe. that 
BI Sayed the Whore was a Prieſts Daughter, _ 


Pi 
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5n her Fathers houſe, Lev.21. 19. One expound 
 rhis; of horLead poured into her mouth : Thi® 
| puniſhment, they ſay,” was uſe#ih after-times ig \ 


«puniſhment was called, . Combuſtio anime 
umitation. too of Gods puniſhing with Light. F 
ning; whereby the outward parts'are not hurt, | 
and the inward burnt up, as jn the example of 
Nadab and Abihw. --- Io 
" Tfany wonder at what was aid be ow! 
that the puniſhment of her that was yſ 
in caſe ſhe was defiled or vitiated; that it-wa [&* 
greater by God's Law, than of 'her' that wit 1 
marricd 3* Grotils' gives this Reaſon, Becauſe fir (® 
w4s 10t in her bib ends cuſtody of fteating a an 
out of the field, © it punifued mare ſeverely,' thin [** 
rariy 1 a" fſreey out of he fold. Another Authit J% 
ves theſe Reaſons, 1. Becauſe ſhe gave awayh 
# nity, whith ber buchand moſt effremed. 2. $86 [| 


Brake ber promiſe-"in ſo doin}, Deut, 22. 24) 18k 
3« She wrought fully in hes Fathtre bonſs, Deg (= 
22.19. 4. She "was 10 only difhoneſt to bib | 
buband is her firſt" love, but oured alſo bit (1 
firſt-born ( whoſ? react pov mmm nay bo 
the Jews was wery great) and' you muſt not' 's 
ber puniſhment ſhould be 1eſ}, beciuſt ſhe was - | 
another mms wife, for fhe is calldd'a neighboitr the 
wife, Deut. 22+ 24- and therefore hb 'is fail,u24, | 


ber bucband before : If fo; we ywn'God 
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L Chak. is hn 4 it weve apo lawyer and b 
dſt ben 3 bas wen; fr 
il {WPper £0 be in Heavens 
Ds \mong "1 
he. was puniſhed by the los of both eyes z, ig 
in by deaths Amongſt the Egyptians, by cut» 
of|ting off the noſe, if he vitiated a free woman, 
1 ſome Cotintry, #13 virilis. execantur : The 
which alſo, (aich go alin ab Alexandro, was 
; Inſed amongſt the Romans. The ſame Author, 
Gen- D.1. 4-c-1- tells us, The Partbians 

1 1 crime more grievouſly 3 that Opilius Mections 
foe ferdemned ſuch to be burnt with fire, and that 
among#t the Arabians aud other Nations, Adultery 
a! na always puniſhed : That divers Phis 
;pbers have accounted Ad ery 4 greater crims 
8 Perjury, In the Chriſtian Church of old, 
I ſe chat Amooſeed _ to a hrs who 
en after iſm, excepted thoſe who 
guilty of es, Marther and Idolatry; 
4 A gouut arc = threats againſt ſuch ſin» 
ners in the holy Scripture z diſgrace and diſho- 
Jnour is threatned to their name, waſting and 
nſumption to their bodies and eſtates, # dart 
al ftrike through their liver : Luſt is lodged in 
—_ and there it is eſpecially puniſhed ;, 
Whoremongers and Adulterers , clpecially, God 

1p judge, Hebr. 13-4+ Neither Fornicators, nor 
ert, &c. fball inherit the Kingdom if God, 


Cor. 6-9» 
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Lutherans, Calviniſts ; Tet, (aith he, all theſe dif 
ferent parties ug agree in this, to puniſh Adult 
and Fornication with no leſs a puniſhment th; 
death; the Father forcing bis Daughter, the Hu 
band bis wife,and the Brother his Siſter to the plat 

of Execution, H. 'G. p. 542. King Fames in wu 
Advice tothe Prince, with much zeal dehorts hit 
from this fin of Uncleanneſs, 1 74. ec. Heap 
God ' (faith this Engliſh Solomoir, - this: Kitig?P| 
Preacher) commandinly by the mouth of St. Pack fo 
$0 abſt ain from F rrwsAc4 declaring that the For 
micator ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Heavens |) " 
and by the meth of St. John, wohkeg ont Pors|bli 
cation amongſt other grievous fins, that debars theſ 
| Committers, among Dogs and Swint, from envy [2 
into that ftiritnal and beavenly Jeruſalem. 4 
becauſe, (aith he,. ſibbeſt examples tortches ns nearſ 
eſt, conſider the difſerence of ſucceſ7 that God grants 
ed ix the Marriages of the King ty Gi andfather jy 
and me your own Father , the reward of bi int; 
contixiency ( proceeding from his evil. Education) 
being the ſudden death, at one time, of two ples; 
ſant young Princes, and Dawghter only born tf i 
ſucceed biin, whom he bad never the hap ſo much of 
once to ſee of bleſi before his death}, bn Cv a dow 


ble curſe” behind him to the HOT both a — 
8ex, and-a new both Babe of age to Reign 
them. And 4 for the is God bath. beftowell® 


CY -- +. * 
tht 12; itt granting me both a'greater Conthiehey; 
red the fracits. following thereupon, you ſelf and 
all folks 20: you; 'are ( praiſe: be God) ſufficiend 

witueſſes. And'page $1. Have the Kingmy ,Grand- 
 UMfathers example before your eyes, who by bis Adul= 
.\hery, bred thewreck, of bis lawful. Daughter and 
Heir, in begetting that Baſtard, who unnaturally 
dfeebelled;: and procured the ruine of bis own Sove- 
: «\teig aud Sifter. And this brings to mind, that 
,a((xcellent Captain-General Gideon, who had by 
g js Wives Threeſcore: and ten Sons, and by his 
ul;{Concubine but.one, viz. Abimelech, and heſlew 
42 All theſe Threeſcore and ten Sons, eXcept Foaſh; 
#; [who eſcaped his hands, Fudg. chap. 8 8 9. Tis 
vjzjaſin to beget a Baſtard, and. a ſhame to be bara 
;4[(c-+ Tis noted on Fob 31, 10. where Fob faith, 
ty} ' my wife grind unto another man, and let otbers 
bow 4 #pon her 3 the Septuagint render-the 
alt words, Let my children be abaſed. Feptha, 
ax|though a valiant, and a gallant, and good man, 
/Lyet is recorded the baſe Son of GileatJadgy1 I.Is 
-. Tis. a reptoach to be thus-bort, in Seripture- 
)[ecraldry notwithſtanding:I have been. told, 
fat /illiam the Conquerer, King of England, 
- yJdid uſe to ſtile himſelf, Grlielmus Baſtardus Rex 
; Aduglie, &c God forbad a Baſtard to enter into 
ue Congregation of the Lord, to bear any Of- 
4066 until the tenth Generation, Dent. 23+ 3» 
AYct-that ſuch perſons may not be diſcouraged, 
velfitt them know we have one example, though 


but 


C547] 4 
bt one, and that is the example of Fepihs, 
and a valiant man, and one. eminent { v 6 
is Faith, Hebr- 11:32- ranked amongſt Da: 
Samuel and the Prophets. *Tis a blot to be b: 
born, but this. may be taken away, iu A gre: 
mcafure, by good Education. : And ben, {ai F 
one, this ſhould be no more a blot unto them, thay 
if they wanted a band of aleg + 3 and 'as we Ba 
wot the ftollen ſeed, when it is ſowen and grow 
», but thoſe who ſtole the. ſeed, ſo we ſhowld m 
76 the Cbild begottew out of Marriage (if 
Follow not bis F atbers. footſteps) but 1 FJ Fe [ 
ther who begat bim.. There bath been, CGith h 
profitable men inthe Church, who bave been baſe * 
boyn, as Lutmbard;Gratian, axd Petrus Comeltorg þ 
dbe Sons of oue Whore, and Darius Nothus amonll a1 
the Perſian Kings, and Hercules, Weem 3 Vol:Ml þ 
145. I know the Jews ſtood upon their Pany-þi 
tofles, and took it in great du _ that our aj 
Saviour. ſhould tell them, they did not a4 like gi 
the Children of 4braham 3 they retort preſent] fi 
Y, Jobm 8. 1. Ie ave not born of fornication: Yet C 
ſhould difſwade from lg ſuch an ones birth þ, 
into his diſh, or into his teeth, becauſe neverin} R 
his power to helpit : And f ſhould exhort ſud l 
who are ſo baſe born, to endeavour tobe bam; 
again, and then they. are truly Noble and 4 
torable, the Sons of God, and Co-heirs 1 
EY che Lotd. 1 cn FW) | j 
At 
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bal CHAP. IX. 
nt nl 0f Second Marriages, aud of the Ona- 
wk Hfications of Miniſters "or  "Prieffs 


nf} Wives. 


; Fold they were accounted Bigamifts, -or 
al Oo Digamiſts, who had' two Wives,,not on- 
he-ly at one and the ſame time, but ſucceflively one 
ay after another 3 and ſuch were enjoyned. Penance 
0 by the Council of Laogiceg, ;:and Neo-Ceſares3 
and by the Jatter Cquncil, a Presbyter was; faxr 
LM bidden to be preſent at the Wedding-feaft,..leſi 
h-he ſhould ſeem to conſent to ſuch. Marziage 3 
our and Bigamiſts were not gperiveg tothe Commury 
i gion without praygs and faſting, and'repgatance 
ty firſt enjoyned and exerciſed: And by the ancient 
q Canons, Bigemifty were not tobe admitted to 
th holy Orders, Concil. Andegavenſe,Gan- IJ, Concils 
n Romanum, any, 4.67: Cane 2, Conctl, Ar elatenſe; 3r 
al Decr. 2+ Goncil. Hiſpalenſe 2. Cap» 4; and the-ſame 
1s forbidden in the Apoltolical, Canons, Cax-..17+ 
20] And by the ſame Canons; ſach as.otherwiſe 
W might be capable of being Biſhops, Presbyrexs 
{| and. Deacons, arc made incapable gf heing ugh, 
NN if they marcicd a Widow, or a. Whoxez «90 : 
that 


+ CTEVRI 
that was caſt out by her own Husband, --awt ali- 
quam -de 1m que publicis fpefiaculis manceponur, 
Cen. 18, or one that-was a notorious frequenter 
of the SpeQtacles in that” tine; 

By the Law of God, the High Prieſt was not 
to. marryia'Widow, ere divorced Woman, 'or 
-prophiane,. or an Harlotz Be he ſhall taks, faith 

the holy Text, a Virgin of bis own people to wife, 
Lev. 21+ 14. Another Pricft was forbidden to 
- take a Wife that was a Whore, or prophane, or 
aby went putaway froth her husband, Ley. 
21-7-but was not forbidden-to marry a Widow : 
Tf cheWbitran was not-2 Daughter of 1ſ#aet, or 
had' married fo one that it'-was not lawful for] 
ter t6 marry, or had beeen defiled by conſtraint 
or unwillingly; or had been ſuſpeRed of Whore- 
domby h& Husband, though ſhe had not been 
put to drinkthe water of -Jealouſie, yet by the 
Law{according to Mawimony)the Prieft might 
not lawfilly marry-with her. The Priefts of the 
old Lay were riot forbidden (excepr' only the 
High Prieft, a ſpecial type of Chriſt) to marry 
a- Willow. The HighPrieft was not to' marry 
« Wictow,'but a Virgin'z (*tis thought)" that {6 
he might Have her feſt love 3; and 2: -left ſhe 
ſhould -prove'with child, and bring in a ſtrange 
ſeed inrthe Prieſthood, provided againſt, Lev. 
"2+ 15:* Again, -he muſt .not- marry a'divorced] ri 
wotni&n;-becaute it Was confeQured-ſhewas put ſt 
wway for- forhe miſcatriage or ATI” 
J | | z Zo E 
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tarily or violently, ſach a blot'muſt not lie on his 
wife, leſt it Rain his FuriQtion: The Law allows 
the High Prieſt to marry, but a Virgin Becauſe; 
ith one; ſhe may be more egfily guided and ruled, 
and won to frame ber ſelf to duty and obedience. 
And in Ezek. 44. 22. he was allowed to, marry 
the Widow of a Prieſt; for it may be orckined, | 


| that fuch an one hath been already trained to 


Modeſty, to Sobrjcry; to a chaſte apd\{ſweet Be- 
havidur, beſceming the wife of a Pricſt, Now 
alchough the Minilters of the New Teſtament 
kre not . prohibited, but -expreſly allowed to 


' marry 3' yet muſt their wives be grave; not ſlan- 


derers,- ſober , faithful ' jni all things; and he 
that is -in holy /Ordets, 'muft be \fure to order 
and rule his own houſe well,, having bis ohildren 


. 


it ſubjeftion with all gravity, 1 PRES It: 
Thu care being had, thegwbeing married, faith my 
Authot, ſhall be CY aud bonorqble in their 
Pmuntiion , as the Priefts of the Old Teſtament , 
who being married, were ſgid to baye the Crown 
of God tepon their beads , and to offer the 
bread of 'God, and to be after a ſpecial” maimngr 
holy. And where *tis ſaid, r Tim 3-2-8, Tit: 1.16: 
that a Biſhop mnſt be the huband of ove- wife,6cc. 
the meaning muſt be, that he muſt not be ma 
ried to two wives at ones, according to. the'tus 
ſtomtof the Jews,” nor havea Contubine, 'toge= 
thet with a lawful wife; AY td the $o. 
p 


ſecond woman, aftex he had put away the firſk, 
without ,any lawful cauſe : But it feems to be 
very improbable, that the Apoſile ſhould ſeclude 
from the Calling of a Biſhop or Presbyter, ong 
' thatmarried a ſecond wife, after the death of his 
former. Obſerve,it is not ſaid,that a Biſhop mult 
be ſuch a one as hath been the husband .of one 
wite in titne,paſt 3 but he uſeth the preſent time, 
both in, Timothy and Tztuc. The High: Prieti 
himſelf under the Law, might have a wite af+ 
ter his firſt wife, if. ſhe was dead 3 if he mar- 
ricd a maid, which was a figure of Chriſts Spouſe, 
the Church, which was to be preſented holy, and 
as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt : By the ſame reaſon 
that they may drive Miniſters from their wives, 
they may.alſo deprive them, of all uſe of wine z 
and they. may deprive Miniſters of all uſe of 


meat, and command them to faſt always, that | 


they may be fit to pray always, as well as alway 
to abſtain from their wives: We never read, 
that the Levites that taught in the Synagogues 
(into the place of which our Churches ſucceed) 
were barred from the company of their wives, 
And conſider, it may be as neceflary to marry 
the (ſecond time;as the firſt; and ſometume,and in 
ſome caſes, perhaps more neceflary[ ſays Dr. Ha» 
mond. ] The wite may dye preſently after Mar- 
Triage, and. without Children, and the ſecond 
Marxiage in that caſe tending as much to the, 


ends 


Niee of the Gene or he might not marry 8 
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ends of Matrimony (Comfort of life, Projiegath h 
on, remedy of Luft) as the former can' be ſup- 
poſed to do 3 it would then be ſirange todebar 
a Biſhop or Presbyter. in ſuch a condition. Chry- 


ſoftome and Theodoret, with divers others, plainly 


and clearly teach this place to be underſtood as 
we do, that a Biſhop ſhould not have two wives 
at once. Eraſmus upon the place, diſliked the 
then practice of the Church of Roxee, in for- 
bidding Marriage to Biſhops and Prieſts : Ad- 
mittitur, faith he , #nceſtus, admittitur bomricida, 
admittitur pirata, admittitur Sodomita, ſacriles 
gus parricida, deniq quis non ? ſolus digamus ex>. 
cluditur ab hoc honore, -qui ſolus nibil | admiſtt ; 
And further, conſidering the times, and the ill 
conſequence -of the fingle life amongſt ' their 
Clergy and Monks, he inclines to think they;had 
better much to allow Matrimony to theſe per+ 


{ous : Nexc celibes babet Mundus quamplurimos, 


caſtos perpaucos. Grotjus faith , I confeſs, that 
among 'all Nations, "ſecond Marriages were 
leſs honoured; and amongit ſome, theſe were re- 
ſtrained by puniſhments. ' And that Tertwllian is 
herce-againſt ſecond Marriages , condemning» 
ox as unlawful, and interprets this of. the Apo» 
le,againſt a Biſhops being twice married: Not. 
withſtanding which Authorities,let the Scripture 
and right Reaſon be heard, and what hath been 
premiſcd on this Argument conſidered, and you 


| will have. good, ground and cauſe, notito call | 
F 


3 | good , 


fee 
godd,evil 3 I memn not to condem ſecond Mar- 
riages; whether in Lay-men or Clergy.” And 
if -a Biſhop may, without fin, marry a ſecond 
wife,” after he has buried his former, firely then 
he, may; lawfully marry at firſt : If he: cannot 


contain, tet him marry; he finneth not; only let * 


him merry i: the Lord; an honeft, grave; ſober 
pans! chat may adorn, and not blemiſh his ho- 
Fun@ions By 
"The Rominiſts fay, there are three ſpecial» 
Crownr:reſerved im * Heav3y; one for Martyrs, a 
- ſeeatid fox Virgins; and + third for Dottors « The 
Virgiur, oocheome th? fleſh tbe Martyrs, overcome 
the Worked : 3 and the tir s, overcome the' Devil. 
They tate no ſuch Ctowti for married-perſbns 
but alt they have gotic for them;God hath 


laid:'up for them a- Crown of Righteouſneſs, | 


evenithe>like Crown'of Righteouſneſs for "_ 

one:.thatiloves the appearing of Chriſt , - 
Judge of quick and dead, as that Virpin Aolll 
as moſt. fay; the Door of the Gentiles , and: 
crmnent: attyr, St. Pant, 2 Tins 4-7;8. Virgi- 
' ith one, is ot & Virtue #1 is ſelf, and nv 
Fore table to God thin Marriage it 3 and this 
he pfoves,) Becalſe all Virtues by Repentante may 
bereftortd:: But Virginity cannot be reſtored, and 
therefore 3t not « Vittie. ' Again,” Breavſe al 
| Firnet in tile and plabe art commanded : But 
Virginity #s left free, aid only Paul gives bis ad- 
Gy CS er 129 
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The ſame Ainkorfi ba Virginity in ob good, 
in #6. folf, but-good for ayother\end'; wben a may 
having the gift of Comineuty; lines. a, finble bfag 
that be mway'be more fiter :Free to ſerve Gag, [Thi 
Papilts:glofimg on: the:Parable of; thet Sower ; 
ſay," Vhat Virginity bringeth forthi.cam. bundreds © 
1 ſedemy fold 3 > and: Nu 
i4 
<ns, wp the Jifforpe "twixt, the: Ancient 


| "Church of. God amangit the Jews, and the. pre» 


ſent-Church of Rome in:this :mactes; othere- in 
Pſalm 78.63. The Virgins were nit yiven in Mat- 
riags% Or, were. nes: prdiſe, ſo: theHebrew fig- 
nies : But in this"Church, :the Virgais' which 
are' not Anarried- aie-moſt praiſttls: Celibacy:is 
made here a ſtate of [PerteRibn, ar Superevoga» 


| tion-and Meritorjouszbut ifbue ons: had 'be true 


whick'.we find th our Chromdes; it had been 

yifor our  Votaries,! very many.off them: at. 
ka. that they had never: known thaw; Cells 
and Cloytters 3 they mighr have. gitiE: 3% Near A 
ways Heaven'out of the-World; 'asout;of.their 
Monaſteries. Bate, :inchis Book of the air of the 
Roar Biſhops, {ah +e2Joat wheacthe: Kings Vi- 
tri England, iz#mbe year, os 3h miſeed the 
Abies; they founder: ſour of their Styrs, rather 


than Religious Howferi>ftue, in | ſome tex, in ſame 


\Sodomizer and Advelterers 5 of which ſome 


kept Cob ſome feven, fume weny Harlats: Agd 
a boom rp tells us,Thes 
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cauſed ©-Þucktal.to be ſet. the nartowiſt place 
ef the Marſh, from Cheſhnut Nuitxery: to Wal- 
thain Abby, and therein - wok, the-Monks of Wal- 
tham &s they paſſes homewards in the night 3 \and 
the next morning be brought and orefoited; them to 
the King, namely, to' King Hen. 4 who bad often 
ſeen ſweeter, but never fatter Veniſon 5 D\. Fe H, 
86. p.317-' And *tis reported that Dr Smith, 
who diſpated/ at Oxford againſt Peter Martyr, 
and whochad written a Book for the Celibacy of 
Prieſts, wastaken himſelf at 'Oxfyrd in the man: 
ner, or:in the -very'a&. This is enough to prove, 
That *tis much eaſter to make an Eloqueit 
Speech, or wtite a Learned Book in Commen- 
dation of Sing]e-life , and of Chaſtity in'that 
e£ondition;; than to. live: ſb. If - you Obje-:the 
praQice- and- praiſe of the Monks of - Antient 
_ Himes # T-anfwer, That the: Monks of old times; 
-and our:prefent Votaries of. the —_ of Rane, 
{AF very different. _ 

' 3. They: lived: ſingle, %— hh any Vow o 
| Continducy| z theſe arc-Votaries, 1; 
-* . 25" They: thad Callings, and- their baradin | 
"the Coane DE their. brows: theſe 'live idle moſt 
«of them *and-like Drones;: conſume the. hoon 
which others have gathered.; v. , 7 

3+ Theydid.nat look.upon that condition, as 
@ late of. (rr payon and: ab Mg- 
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with child at ones. ind -bow Sir Henry-Colt | 


a wt a at Gauge» mom rRprOo  ”0 ra 


; 1a Concubine than a Wife. 
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- 4+ Some of them, as I tak® it, had wives y 
and theſe'not, but” eſteem it more lawful to have 

Thoſe Monks were none of. the Popes liceti= 

fing or founding 3 theſe are, We read of 12c00 
Monks of Bengor,that were deſtroyed by theKing 
of Northamberland,for not ſtooping to. Awftin the 
Monk, upon the inſtigation as (Hiſtory tells us) 
of Auſtin. The Original of Monkery, or-the 
Pattern or Platform of it, is not taken in [the 
Mount z, viz. in or from the holy Scriptures z.aly 
though perhaps, ſome would pretend that!they 
imitate Jeptha's Daughter,. ox Elzjab, and Eli- 
Zeus, Or the Nazarites, or St» Fobx Baptiſt, or 
the Children of Fonadab the: Son: of Rehab. 
Bat. who bath required theſe things at their hands, 
now under 'the Goſpel, totread in the ſteps. of 
thoſe before-mentioned?and yet Feptha's Daughr 
ter bewailed, her Virginity, and 1o*tis thought 
Aid yearly the Daughters of Iſrael lament on-ber 
aAccount,. or far her {ake, As for ous Nazarites, 
they might marry, and ſome were: married, as 
Sampſon and: Samet, Againz the Monks: and 
A Peofold, were necellitated to that'Soljy 
tary life 3. theſe live ſo! out., of choice, voluntg» 
rily obliging themſclves to:this courſe. Elijah, 
Eliſha, and Fobn the Baptiſt ,' were all extraox- 
Ginary Perſons .and Prophets, þad extraordina« 
-xy Calls, and are not to be.imitated by ordi- 
nary Chriſtians. It is noted. þy Mr... Perkins, 
"0M; | that 


£2 07a) 3 

that : Ferome ach 146 life of + Hilarion, +ha4 [,;, 

. $7257.03 ! ere was no Month 35: Syria, besÞ..; 
WE Rr: DS" fore Hilerion, »6b9 wittirhe Forus go 

| Problems, — ter of that Profeon'in tbat Pro- I, 
SPSs vinces 1 And Chryſoftome in the 29 Y;F, 
Hom. ud Hebreos, [aith, That in Panls time there | 7} 
was 1190 fign nor (hep' of any Monks © Monaſtical | ce 
Profelſion began in the Churchubont' 260 years [7h 
after-our Redemption, 'by Pant a Thebane ; on | g,! 
rether;laith my Author, about the three hundredth fr: 
year by Antony. - Theſe -Monks;: or. Hermites, ||; 
lived alone in Fidlds of Deſarts.”': 
-1iBa8 *cis faid, feſt invented Monaſteries, and 


- 


was:head of the Moriks. - 
1+ Bufil bim(elf; Ep:55: faith,7bar the Neo-Caſb- 
xians objedied the Novelty of MnnaftScal life ag ainf 
Sim.  Befides, theſe: Monks of Hl were Lay- 
men, and not Clerzy-men 3-arid: frbanaſius (ih 
his Epiſtle to Driecomins , faith,” That be know 
many, doth Monks ad Biſhops thit were married, 
an bad Childrin. There were wo Nuns; faith 
Mr. Perkins, #aMil'ubout two binflbedl years after 
Chriſt, andthefe lived continent and freely, pri. 
watoly; out- of 'Mpnaſteries. © It Rinne, Marcelta. 
wi one of the Nuns, op tier na Harm, 
Sieror. in Epiraþ.Marcelle. St; Aftine Bot 
wpprove of che ile lives of Monks. 'The Soliz\wby 
#fe, Rich -0ne 4 is  iiferior $9-the'commun and || 
ordinary life, becaift i#t is full of Ieporennate 64--| 
gitations,” $tc neither do we ſpeak Hrs out of  bate | 


| cor> 
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bat enic#nre, but have learned it of thſe who have 
es fried it, to be true, Tvo Carnotenfis, Ep 258. 

#* | 1 ſhall now' give ſome Anſiver to the Objedti-. , 
"0 againſt the married lives of the Cletgy, or 
25 Jofmien in holy Orders,taken fromthe Scriptures. 
re ] The Scriptures that have been, are, or may moſt 
al Jſeeming]y be alledged to the contrary are theſe, 
3 } Thoſe that ave in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. 
o 18,8. Be ye boly, for F am holy, 1 Pet. t. 16. De- 
tþ frand not one #hother, except it be by conſent, for 
$ | ſeaſor, that ye may give your ſelves to Prayer 
and faſting, 1 Cor. 7.5. *Tis good for 4 har wht 
d |; touch a woman, 1 Cor-7.1. He that is iymar- 
* | ried, careth how to pleaſe the Lord ;* but he that is 


b frarried, careth bow to pleaſe his wife, 1 Cot.7.33- 
f Nv man that is choſen to be a Sonldier, intangleth 
* | bimſelf with the affairs of this life, 2 Tith. 2. 4. 
i | Bhiſoever bath left Father, of Mother, or Wife, 
Þ 1 i+ Honſe, or Land, for | my ſake, or the Goſpels, 
b, | hall receive « bundred-fold in this life, Mat-19. 29. 
D | There are that make themſttves Eunuchs for the 
y Kingdom of Heaven," he that can receive it, let 
= | him receive it, Mat. 19. 12." Tounger widows re- 
#1 jeft; for when they wax wanton againſt Chriſt, 
ls they will marry, having Aaranation, becauſe they 
CT have forſaken their firſt falth,' 1 Tim. 5.11, 12. 
Y | The unmarried woman careth for the things of the 
| Lord, that ſhe may bt holy both in body and ſpirit ; 
*| bit Jhe that is married, cartth for the things of 
* |. this world: how ſh! may pleaſe ber buband, 1 Cor. 
6 oh 7:34 
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7-34 To theſe Objections fram Scripture, [ 


an{wer in general ; ; 

-F. That the Scripture dire&ly and plainly al- 
laws Marriage to Miniſters, equally as to, any 
ſort of men, 1+ Saying, That Marriage is honor- 
able among all men ( and therefore amongſt 
Clergy-men) and the bed undefiled, Hebr. 13.4. 
2, Andagain, Let epery man have bis own wife, 
x Cor. 7.2, and if every man, then a Prieſt, or 
Presbyter may lawfully have a wife.. 3- 4 Bi- 
ſhop mutt be the huchand of one wife , and one that 
hath bis children in ſubjedion, with, all gravity, 
1. Tims 344+ 

- 2.1 lay, That the High Prieſt and Prieſts of 
the old Law, had liberty to marry 3. that Aaron 
the Saint, of the Lord-was married, and had 
Children: > Nadab and Abibu, &c. that divers of 
the. Apoſtles of oux Lord and Saviour were a&u- 
ally. married 3 that. St. Peter , whaſe Succeſſor 
the Pope, or Piſhop of Rome, claims to be, was 
marricd, our Saviour healing S. Peters wives 
Mother of a Feaver, . Mat. 8. 14, 15. Nor doth 
it any where appear, that they did wholly 
forſake ſociety with 'their Wives, any more 
than their Houſes, Trades, Ships, to which 
they certainly ſometime after » at leaſt for a 
time, returned. 

3. That Scots, Aquinas , Bellarmine, Frax 
iff 4 Saniia Clara, diversin the Council of 


Trent, aud of the Romiſh Church , hold, that 
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| the Celibacy, or fin 


-—— WE 
| | plc life of Pricſts,' is not ale 
Fure Divinoz and therefore cannot be proved 
out of Scripture, cithex by Precept, Inſtitution, 
.or Example. E 
To. the particular - Scriptures, beſides w 
hath been ſaid'before to ſeveral of them, I an- 
{wer, That Roms 8. 3. Thoſe that are inthe fleſh, 
cannot pleaſe God ; mult not be interpreted or un- 
derſtood;thoſe that are in Wedlock cannot pleaſe 
God 3 becauſe we know, that many#Patriarchs, 
Prophets,Apoſtles, were married, and yet pleaſed 
God 3 and Enoch walked with God, and God 
took him up to Heaven, that he ſaw not death 3 
for before he was tranſlated, he had this Teſtimo= 
ny, that he pleaſed God, Heb.11.5. But by thoſe 
that are in the-fleſþ, mult be meant, either thoſe 
that adhere to the old Law, and light the Ga+ 
ſpel 3 or elſe thoſe that are in a ſtate of Nature, 
in an unregenerate eſtate, never as yet renewed 
in the Spirit of their minds, but till remain car- 
nally minded, and drowned in the corruptions 
and finful.lufts of the fleſh, To that of Peter, 
Be ye holy, for I am: holy; it concerns all Chri- 
ſians, and if Marriage and Holineſs could uot 
conſiſt together, neither Lay-men nor Clergy» 
men ſhould marry 3 and again, Moſes and Aaron, 
and God's people of old, to whom theſe words 
were ſpoken, were married perſons, and not 
commanded thereby to put away their wives. 
To the third, 1 Cor.7-5- Defrand not one anotber, 
bo Oc 


well as Clergy-men , and that it forbids to ſepa- 


his wife, wholly and perpetually, -but only for 

/a'time, and that too, that they might-give them- 
Telves to faſting and prayer, and ſo come tOge- 
ther again 5 and this too, was to be done by the 
mutual conſent of man and wife. 

Here may be condemned then, the Romaniſts 
barring perſons in holy Orders from Marriage , 
or in cafe they have been married before, from 
Conjugal fellowſhip with their wives whilſt 
they live, and that whether the wife will or no, 
We never read, that the Apoſtles (o left their 
-wives, nor that ever they asked their confent f6 
to dozand their ſaying,that the Apoftles,althou 
they were married, yet after they were called to 
the Apoſileſhip, never did accompany with their 
. wives-any more, 38 gratis dictum, a meer fay-ſo, 
fancy of their,own brain, without any good 
pround-or foundation from Scriptute, or ſound 
Reaon, or good Authority: ' To the fourth 
Scripture, viz. That *tis good for 2 ian riot to 
$ouch a women. Tanſwer, Good there, is taken 
for expedient, and that by reaſon of the preſent 
Jiftrefs,and the danget of perſecution ; in a mar* 
Ticd ſtate or condition #n ſuch times, they ſhould 
meet with troubles. --To- the fifth; iz. 2 Tim 
2, 4. 1 ſay, that Souldiers do not uſe, whilft th 
are engaged in Military imployment, to endo 
4” | p 
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.ryate the man from theſbciety of the woman, orl 


+ © —_— ah nA«©«_ a.” 


> nr, 4 4 A Mo pp A ww ws wits 1's 


MS © = 


_ 5-2: -_s 8-3 


28] aid intongle themſelves 


RY aka ndinge or bite 
, &cc "But this notwithfiehding, the:Apos 


file Paz} did work: with: his hands: tq main- 


tain himſelf,” that he might 'not be charge- 
able to the Church of Carinth, becaufe.of falſe 
Teachers, who would have taken advantage, if 
he had been chargeable to that Church, 'And 
nevertheleſs, the Ramaniſts do allow perſons in 
holy Orders, to be Juſtices of the peace, Lord 
Chancellors, Ambaſſadors of Princes : And the 
Apoſtle Pax! did allow of the Apoſtle Pezer- his 
having a wife 3 and I have been told, that Ec- 
clefiafticks wives take on them, and off from 
their husbands, the cares of the Houſhold. and 
Family : ſo that by Marriage , they ' are freed 
from worldly cares, rather than immexit- in 
them. TY. 

The cafe is not now with Clergy-men, as in 


| the Apoſtles days3 then the Church was poot 


and deſtitute, now ſhe is rich, and her; Officers 
are well provided with Houſcs', Glebe and 
Tythes, and ncceſfaries for Houſe-keeping and 
Hoſpitality 3 and now a Houſekeeper, eſpecially 
im times of peace, may beas expedient; as it, was . 
inexpedient- in the. Apefiles time, and- days of 
perfecution, To the {1xth, VIE Mat. I'9» 29s 


I anſwer, That if the times be ſo, that a man 


cannot be a good Chriſtian,or follower of Chriſt, 

except he leave or forſake bis wife, houſe, lands, 

Kc. then he muſt leave all, or deny all theſe 
| things 


\ 
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things and rdations, 
-and that this concerns the Laity, as well as the 
Clergy: | If our Saviour had ever taught. any 
ſuch DoGrine, as to part man and wife for the 
{Take of his Religion, and as part of his Religion, 
how would the Scribes and Phariſees have re- 
plied unto hin from his own mouth, That which 
God bath joyned together, let not man put aſuuder, 
Beſides, 1t rio where appears, that the holy Apo 
files did wholly and perpetually forſake the fo- 
ciety of their wivesz but rather, when they 
were to fly, took them with them, in caſe they 
would accompany them in their travels. To 
ſeventh Scripture, I ſay, He that hath the 
gift of Continency may, if he ſees that Marri- 
age will prove a ſnare to him, and intangle him 
ſo in the cares of the world, that he ſhall not be 
free and able to ſerve God as he ought: I ay, 
tet not Wn marry 3 but this is far from proving, 
that all 93n in holy Orders, whether they have 
the gift or not;, ſhould yow Continency, or ab- 
Rain from Marriage, in caſe of a mans.not be- 
ing able to contain. The blefſed Apoſile, whd 
ktiew the mind of his and our Lord, hath left 
us a general Rule,- Notwithſtanding to avoid For- 
nication, tet every man bave bis own wife; 1. Cors 
7+ 2. © To the cighth Scripture, viz- 1:Tith: 54 
I1,:12. I anſwer, That as therefore becauſe 
younger widows were likely. (after they. had 


made promiſes to live to their lives end (as Deas | 
FBI1tr) conneſles, Þ 


rather than deby Chritt; 


oa. 
7 


oh 0. WR 
connefles, ko miniſter to the Chutchz in 

ing the fick and weak) to change thar'm 
and marry perhaps to Infidel husbands, and fo 
be in danger of forſaking their Chriſtian Relig 
on,” and- prove a great ſcandal to Chrifiia 

making it be ill thdught of by the world 3 ther: 
fore'the Apoſtle Paw/' would not. by any 'meatis 
have theſe younger widuws admitted into ſuch 
Offices; "but only fac” widows as wereabovs 
threeſcort years 1d; ahd {o-out of 'the \dangee 
of defites df marriage, or altering theiFcondiers 
6n. So T tould heartily. wiſh, that no vow-of 
Single life or Contineney,: miphe be pat”? uporr 


if 


'young perſons of cither Sex, upon Pretenc&cE 


amitting thein to any; Office, or of. ſeparatlng 
them to any ſpecial devotion, leſt they o__ 
ed to break fich their Vows. -This'is the' 

and beſt+ uſe we can 'make of this Teſtimony: . 
To the hitith Scripture, viz 1-Cor- 9434s 1 ſays 
that it doth not conderrin Matriage,Qarunclean- F 
neſs or unholineſs3 but it import$.and implies; 
that-ſingle-perſons, taken off trom-the-caze ati 


Aollicitude-about the'world, m_ more commo-" 


dioafly ſetve God 3 ind having the gift of Cons 
tinency;ithey may purely ſerve God/ with-body: 
and foal, -not being overcome with-auy ceinpat- 
tlon to: Foraication-ior Uncleanneſs + Not but 


'that-he or- ſhe that is marned, may ard ought 


to be, aud oft-times' are - pure, chaſte and holy 


both in body and foul. aa is banowrab, 


$21] 

_ fb fn Wed: and in. 
wallias u Fed, may keep Or yellel 
SnGibeation nd honqur, -1 4+ To; 

t about Cartfuneſ7, &c- I ay, wy: God ; 
his Krvans toa married condition, he can 
will; 'zf; fought unto, give Grace ta, Qver- 
' come. theſe lets,, and beas theſe perſecutions, they 
meet withal;: fo, as they znay turn to helps and 
kuxthgrances in the Kingdom of God, 'apd co a 
richer';Crown, of Glory in the lame, than . the 
Vixgins,come unto 3 which becauſe they never 
yweltled with ſuch mighty: $cmptations, cannot 
wear the like Cxown of Victory that they! do, 
Y, T. Co: tt; logs 

,'The laſh place of Scriptuxe that is alledged, i is 
Rey. 14-4; Theſe art they which are u9t defiled with 
women , for: they are Vegas. theſe are, they which. 
follow he. Lamh $ whitherſaever. he goeth 3, theſe 
were tedeemed. fron among} mens bring abs. firſt 
fruits ,unto:God, and'to the, Lamb: ByVingins,: 
we.axe.tGunderſiand allthoſe pure Chriſtians, 
who bad kept themſelves purc from the Groſtiche 
Corruptions and Uncleanuels, on from Idolatry; 
which js Spiritual Fornication.z aud have loyally 
ta Chriſt, the ovly. Bridegroom of: the. 
_ Church; 2 Cat 11-2.:By.thoſe that axe ſaid #ot- 
' to be defiled with women; we mult not underſtand, 

_ thoſeahitrarenot married;; 25 if they, that. were: 
1/.thac: ſtate: were defiled with, womens the; 
- Gs the Contrary, Heb: 1344+; The; 


Marriage- 
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* Mavriage-bed, is the bed nudefle# and\Chiin 

. | followed wherefoever he goethy'not only By th 
| bIkfſed'Saints that Have led a finple life, ant we! 
| yot marticd $ but alſo by marridd' perſe 


ons, a 
Patriarchs, Apoliles, Martyrs; arid mtittmerb 
others;- 1 Theſſ.4 17; 'Tis obſerved that thete'3$ 
nothing ſaid of theſe Virgins, rename 
toall the faithful. 'r. They have all the nante! 

the Lamb; his Father; and: writt&n ia cher fork 

heads 3 and all Go&'s fervantsare ſcaled in theth 
forcheads, Rev.'7.3 2. All GotPs'(ErvantSard 
to-ſing'the new Song, Rev. 5: 9,10: all are: r= 
deemed" from the ' earth, by tht "blood of the 
Eartib,: chap. 5.5% The believitig Feivs; they" att 
alla kind of tirſt-fruits unto God Famer 1.18: 
Laſtly, The Jeſuites'at Kbemes'confels, that theft 
are the'ſeme number of the EleQ that were ſex!t 
ed, *hap- 7. where ih the Margait they: note, 
That by: the number there ſpoken of/ are unders 
Ro0d-all the” EK; both of the Jews, and of 
te: Gentiles, v1? FG foes OOO! 
- 'Fheſe Virpins cheh are thoſe, that wonld not 
be polluted or defiled with'che Foktry; or Spi-' 
ritual Fornication of the ,Whore of Babyloy, 
mentioned in Verf&8 of the 14 Ch2pter of the 
Revelations. Whatever Papilts or old Heretieks 
ay 2gamirthe lawful Conugat focicty of man 
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and&wike, as if itrvere'a work of thefleſh 3 the” 4 
holy Apoſtle Paul goth not rank or condemn if - 
for a-work of the ficth; in _ — 3 
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pf, the works of the fleſh, on Record, Gol. 5. 
T9, 20, 21s - But on the other fide *tis obſerva- 
ble, that thoſe who decry Marriage, without a 
juſt cauſe, and cry up fingle life more than they 
nave cauſe; .as the Papiſts do, they are verily 
gwlty of Idolatry, which is Spiritual Adultery 
or. Fornication.z witneſs -theix worſhip of -the 
Croſs with . Religious worſhip 3 their worſhip 
o& 1 Images, of Saints , and particularly of the 
B..Virgin 3 their worſhip of Angels, with Inyo- 
cation, with Adoration. They tell us a ſtory, 
that at.the Synod held at Wincheſter, when there 
was a difference *twixt the-marricd Clergy and 
the Monks, and Archbiſhop Dunſtan had a mind 
to introduce the Monks, The Croft pake humano 
more, with mans voyce, againſi the married Prieſt c. 
This was in the days of King Edgar, who began 
his Reign, 959+ It ſeems then that there were. 
marricd Prieſts in England in thoſe days. 


If it be Obje&ed, That many AncientCoun- 


cils have ordained Celibacy for Prieſts, as the firſt 
Elibertize Council, an- 310. or 311. Can-33. The 
ſecond Council of Cartbarge, about the year 396- 


Cane Zo x 
Concilinm Agathenſe, Can- 9. aboutthe year, 


OGs 
_ The third Council of Orleans, Can- 1. 'about: 
the year 537. . The fourth Council of Orleans, 
an 547+ Can. 17+ KC. 
My. Anſwer 1s, That we have the holy Scri- 
ES e< A pturcs 
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ptures of- the Old and New Teſtament, for the 
lawfulne(s of Prieſts or Presbyters marriage, the 
Canons of the Apoſiles, Cax.5- and the General 
Countil of Nice, rejeQting the Propoſal about 
prohibiting of itz as alfo the fixch General 
Council of Conſtantinople, &c. in the year, 692+ 
and the Council of Toledo, an. 400. chap.4.& 7. 
which teſtifies that the Clergy had wives, I 
might alſo have alledged Concilizm Gangrenſe, 
cap. 4+ in or about the year, 324+ which Ana- 
thematiſeth thoſe who held it unlawful to re- 
cewve the blefled Sacrament at the hands of 'a 
marricd Prieſt; and many Councils which for- 
bid Prieſts ſecond Marriage, or to mazry a'wi- 
dow, &c. All which ſuppoſed it lawful for him 
to marry. ' Whatever the Canons decreed, cer- 


tain it is, that the Greek Church unto this day, 


allow of a married Clergy 3 and that divers Na» 
tions and Countreys,for a long time in the Weſt, 
4did not admit of this neceffary Celibacy, but tos» 
derated their Clergy to be married. ' In Englan 
they had their wives, for above a thouſand 
years, almoſt twelve hundred years after Chriſt. 
So in Ireland, till the days of Hewry the fecond 
of England, who began his Reign, 1155. . - * 
Pope Pius IT. who fate about the year, 1459, 
was a great man in the Council of Baſil, his ſay= 


' ing was, That Marriage was better for the Clergy 


than ſmgle life, and turned out divers cloyſtered 
Nung to take their liberty: Fe $1251 
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De fatio.many Prieſts were marricd of old. 
$0 Novatys «Prieſt permitted:by Cypriax to live 
with his yute, Tertullian was marricd, as ap- 

Pears by. his Book written to his wife." 

._ Gratiaut&lls of the Sons of Presbytess and 
Biſhops, that were promoted to the Papal Dig- 
Vity, Diſt. 56... So was Bevifgcius the Pope, the 
.Son of pudus the Presbyter 3 Felix the Pope, 
fy Sonof Felix the worn Yo > Agapetas the 

Son of Gordzaugs the wo ng 3 Theodo- 

746 HE Pape, Son 'of Theodorys. the Biſhop 3 
aud many mare, he {aith, zbere were 3 and addeth, 
pa are Z 8 zo wnderfignd them as borg out of lowfal 

ec WE, were lapeful to Prieſts before the 
Ds WY Chryla aftom agreeth with Atha- 
ing Elemens Alexandrings, jn 1 Tim 3-aud 
bat Marriage is nt fo bigh 4 degree bonoy- 

Jeabas wen with it mey aſceng 3nso the Epiſcopal 
= 47pe with their wives. For though 

Sthig S P55 it 1$ pollible {o to perform 

» a5 mot to be wanting in 

SPE! : duties of a Biſhop. 

| pars ki Sparidiqw » that though he 
any whit #he nugre $- r7 in performing the du- 
tes of «i Calling 3 and of Gregory Nyſſoy it is 
xcpoxted, on torgh pe aaa i naarrzed, he was no 


ra taferzar 
as eek Thefſalowica,, Man- 
ona, they d 


a Wife = Rn a yet be pygs not therefore 


omg that lived ſingle: 
not ag igco the Miniſtry me 
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wgne perſons, yet all-the Biſhops of the Eaft 
befides; were then left unto their own Yherty'; 
and'thongh fore went about to take away their 
liberty- ia ſome places, 'yet the worthieſt men 
the Church had, ftood in defence of 'it;- -$6 Fy- 
mſtur,: when they of Prolemais would rieeds 
have -him' ro be their Biſhop (which thing he 
liztle defired) he made them acquairited with 
his preſent condition; :and reſolved: purpdſe for 
the time to come : God (faith he) the Lap, mf 
the ſacred band of Theophilas, have given to and 
4 wife, T therefore tell all men afovehand, and 
teftifie 1orto all, that T will neither ſuffer my ſelf 
t0 be altogether eftrangett and ſepartted frame her, 
atither will T live with her ſecretly as a Adnhtevert 
for the one of theſe # #0 way pions ahd godly, antl 
the other m6 way lavifult : But 1 will efirt and 
pray unto God, that exceeding many aud moſt good 
and bappy Children may be born unto me : Netthes 


dANoitedouua xotditmt , wrt as frets; dirt 
Adeg auonjien 70 p2ip 3 ive touts, Hd 
2 Se, 
| | ache , 
in xeſpe&t of Biſhops, but in reſp6& of Presby- 
_ G 4 ters, 


ry” - 
ters, 4fcontinueth in all-the Eaſt Chanches of ho 
-the-world- unto this day, | Greekh,, Armenianand | C 
+Etbjapian warranted unto them by the Canons |w 
ofthe Apoſtles judgement of Biſhops, Canons of | hi 
aficils, &c. Dr. Field of the Ch, I. 5. p.708,. | tr 
Some {attempts were made: in the Eaſt, by\Ex- | gt 
ftathing Bilbop. of Sebaftia 3. in Armenia and in | ca 
the Weſt by: Siricazs, and Drnocent the firſt his | of 
Succeſfor.z and ſome 'Canons were made in the | th 
{ccond, m. rather laſt Council of Carthage to the | as 
contrary+: Yet by degrees theſe Canons and Se- | th 
paged the married Clergy lay dormant, 
being found a burthen too heavy tor the Church Þ G 
to bear... 'We find, that in the time that Hilde- | 
brandclimnk'g. pp.into\ the Papal Chair, namely, | t- 
zo 1075; and long, before ,*that Prieſts had. | 
wiyes publickly ; This was he, that was neither | #/ 
choſen by Emperor or Clergy,but intruded him- | 
{elf 3 this was he, that theew the Sacrament in- | tl 
to the fire 3 'this. was -be, that forced the Em- | 0 
peror, whom he had Excommunicated, to COmMe I 
with his Empreſs and Son: bare footed, in | n 
the cold of Winter, to. his Caſtile at Cannfinee, 
and there to. wait three days faſting, until he |: 
might have audience 3 which at length. was ob= | 
—_ hy: the mediation of Madam - Matilda the | t: 
Minion, that left her husband to live with | » 
the Pope, vid. Plat. this. was he,that.Sainted his | n 
the Arrian 3 and this was | f 
bak { 
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t by ſa doing, | ſtirred up-the whole Nation off 
lexgy-men agaiuſt him; crying out, that he 
was an Heretick, and a man damnably erring in 
his judgement, :&c. And it is ſo far from being 
true, that Bellarmine ſaith, That Ha Priefts bes 
inting to marry in Gregories' days , was the 
w the SS contempt of the Sacrament, and 
of the Confufions and Prophanations of Sacred 
things in thoſe days, that it was clear contrary 3 
as Nauclerys teltifies, de Clericis , lab.1. cap-194 
that it was an' old and confirmed cuſtom, that was 
wot eaſily.to be altered; andthe Pricſks rather in 
Gregories time ceaſed, than began to marry, by, 
reaſon of. the attempts and endeavours of Gregory 
to reſtrain them from marriage, andthe cauſes of 
the Confuſions of thoſe times, were occaſioned ra- 
ther by the forbidding the Prieſts to. marry, than 
by their beginning then to marry. And now fince 
the Church of Rome hath forced this ſingle life 
on Clergy + men, very reany Learned men of | 
later times, have defired the Law of ſingle lite 
may be taken away. 
 Durandes in his Book de Modo celebrandz Cons 
ela,' proveth by many. Reaſons, that it were fit 
that the liberty of Marriages were again reſtored 
to Prieſts, in a General. Council. Aneas Syl- 
vixs, after Pope Piuy the ſecond, was of. this 
mind, So: was Polydor Virgil and Eraſmus the 
firſt of thele:in Book, 5, chap-4+.de Invent. rerum, 
faith thug, Tdore-covfigently ſay,. that it hath been 
Hou: ſo 
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fur (from being true, that this inforced chaſtity 
þ -excell d that which is in Marria + That - 
ſoft erime bath brought greater diſgrace to - 
Order of the Miniftry, more evil to: Religs 
made a greater and deeper im fron of | brow tl 
all good men, that the ftain f the impure Iufts of 
Priaft Eraſmus in Declam. de landibus Matyi- 

mois, afhrms, that in his conceit, he ſhould not 
ul] 2 deſerve, nor take'the worſt conſe, for the fur- 
thering of humane affairs, and the right informing 
F #he manners of men, which Boda procure 11- 
erty of Marriage (if it might be) both" for Prieſts 
avd Morks : Read-allo his Annotations on the 
firſt Epiſtle: to Timothy,” chap. 3. 1: And Sigif* 
awwnd the Emperor, a little before the Council of 
Bafil, declar'd and publiſhed, That foraſmuth 4 
Moy+ evil cometh by the forbidding of 'Marriags 
than good, it were better and. more ſafe to —_ 
£ men to live in the ſtate of Marriage, ac- 
cording t6 the cuſtom of the Oriental Churches , 
tha to forbid. them fo to live. © 
* Antiochus aforementioned, a Figure of Anti- 
chriſt, Dan. 11+ 37+ did not regard wornen, or 
the defire of women, or of wiving3 and the 
Antichriſt forbids to marry, and commands to 
abſtain 'from meats. The ancient Romiains liked 
and encouraged Marriage, Thus the Figure arid 
Forerunner of Antichriſt; he' hinafelf and ' his 
followers, decry by hh py cty a nt 
and by Fryers and Mo the rode Eder 
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-.y (ſingle liftand Qbſcivers of diltintions of meats; 

” lthe Doftrine ofLmap<-worlhip-wes brought and) 

| {prcad, and proapagat 
| proved by Mr- Mede in his 4poftacy of the Latter" 


, | HE S» 0 
- Some of theſe ;Hermites, Anchorices,or Monks 


& | "9+ 1 


td m thei Church; as is 


and Ccenobites, might be honeſt and good per=" 
ſons, abating them their erronr about over- 
magnifying the ſingfe life 3 yet the generality of 
them he condemns as hypocrites :. For the law- 
tfalneſs of Marriage of perſons in holy Orders, 
we- have the Old and New Teſtament, and the 
praQce of the Church, and the DoGrine of 
the Church at the Council of Nice 3 'and after, 
till the tine of Saricins, aboat the year, 385. 
Afterwards we have the Marriage of theſe S 
lowed by all thoſe Councils which forbid ſuch 
ons to marry widows, ſuch as Conciliam 
__ Canon 2». Awrelianum the firſt Coun- 
Can. 15.Conclium Toletanum 1.& ch. 1:the-3» 
And we find the Council of Carthage made di- 
vers Canons, about the Government of the Sons- 
and Daughters of Piſhops and' Clergy-men, fuch 
as the 11. That they ſhould not make 'or go to#he" 
Spetacula Secularia, c- 12. That their Sons and. 


| Dexghters (hold not marry t6 Heathens, Here« 


ticks or Schiſmaticks, c. 14. That they ſuffer not 
their Sons 20-80 free out of their i power and Go- 
werument, till ihyy are aſſured i; their - manners,- 
wnd of ſuch age, ax pollun ad cos propria perti=- 
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yere peccata. . This Council:was held , Gith 
Cotiolanus, 397- The firſt Council of Toledo, | 


an. 400. C- 1. Ordains de Presbyteris &: Deacluis,' &,.. 


6 poſt. ordinationem filios genuerint , ad altiorem 
gradum non aſcendant. Yet they might continue: 
in their ſtation; though not rilc higher i in the 
Church, bs 

. In the year, 506. Confilium Agatbenſe, in the” | 
tame of Pope . cap. I» although Bis: 
gamnfis,and t thoſe that had marxied widows, be= 
Ing Presbyters or Deacons, might not conſe- 
crate or miniſter; yet they might retain the name 
of. Presbyters and Deacons. Hence it is to be! |; 
ſuppoſed, that Presbyters and Deacons , who: |; 


were not Bigamifts, nor had married 'widows;. |; 


might conſecrate and miniſter, notwithſtand-. 0 
ing their — [4 
If it be Objected, That there were endea-! 


vours' to 'make the Clergy content themſelves: 


without wives.I ſay,yet in many places it would. F. 
not prevail; not in Exgland, till above Eleven.- 

handrcd years after Chriſt not in Ireland, till 
' the days of Henry the Second of England, who: 
ſabducd Ireland. I read, that Celſus the great: 
Apoſtle of Armagh, and High Primate of Ire-: 
land, had both a wite and children, in the time. 


of his Archbiſhopry, accordiag to the uſageot: | 
the : Countrey, vid. Bernard in vita Malachie«: 
And.we are told, that Pope Adriax, aud P 
Arnander, did (tix FP Henry the Second to pl 
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e Freland; becauſe the people. 'withſtood thefx 


"? (proccec ings againſt the Maxriagovf Biſhops and 
Prieſts. 


Tt is certam 4 fatto, that many Eminent 


: Pexlons, in holy Orders, were actually margie 
* [cd : So Gregory Nazianzen's Father was a Bi- 


' hop, and _ him after he was Presbyter, 
> bf not after he was advanced - to the er : 


' Iricks 


 [fope of Rome,” who. was Pope,/ 590+ and he is 
aid to have cancelF'd his Decree againſt Prieſts 


Gregory the Great, was Grandchild to Felix 


es,upon the finding of 600 Infants skulls 
in-a py 2 pond. - Pope Adrian I. was Son. to! 


> Biſhop Tallerxs , had a Daughter by his Wife 


Stephania, both which were kilkd aftey he Was 


Pope, which was, an- 863. - .;;/ 
1 Chriſtopher Patriarch of Feruſa Jew. chews hs 


ear; 900. had: children; viz. $700 Sons, and 
70 - Daughters. - : | * 
In Armenia, the Secular Priefls are all ens: 


I«yned to marry, dlfe they muſt-not; be admitted. 


4 
Gy < 
, - 


vthe Prieſthood, Neg permitmithr atiquis S acty- 
ium afſiemere qui nxorem now duxit.. Berchard- | 
98, The Prebendaries of "Cathedrals, our, 
t. which number'they choole their Biſhop, are 


* hot'allowed to marry- In Biſcay, they allow. 
* Wot; any Prieſt to live in their Villages, EXCEPT. 


Þ* bring; his Concubine with him, concciving it 


pol Be for them to keep their wives unto; 
them- 


- 


thetnſeves, if-the Carace hathvaor! a woman” of 
his. own. Di Gup. b5&: Nuiche Comneil't * 
Trent, the Emperor our Duke of Parma; mads 
inftance' toy the?Pdpet and: ſaid It would be of 
great:.moment;; © grant that Prieſts thae are {es 
parated becauſe! cheyrare' mapticd!,” may' be r6- 


conciled, and\tctain their wives; and|that here- x 
after, where i thove-is:noc a ſifhelentnumber of y 
Prieſts married, men of good life and fame mij [7 
be admitted. tothe 'Priefihovd. VI. Hijory off 4 
the Conmil of Trent; pi $13.  And'we tniding,, 
the Hiſtory: of that Countrly thatithermore cort(e 4; 
mon Opiniou was,the Mari oÞPriefts' right 
be diſpenſed | withak "Tis; tyue,- that! this wi bh 
chonghr by ſotns Gatpercus; becanfe that roavil 
«Prieſts would tu their affections.” and love 
to their wives and childron;. andbyiconſtqueye 
tditheirloufe at Totintiy 5; ixnc thts dh, 
dependance whith-he Clergy:hathc on the Apgl Ft 
ſolick See, would ceaſe 3 and to -ptant'Marrizptly. 
_ to'Priefts; wolld Zeftrop the-Rechefinftion Hi r- s 
abehy, an&iickeiths Pope tobe. Bifhop'of!Ri 
fin Conmelb of 'Erent;h.696 Yea; he Fino 
m 


ing of Popes Pave ki - was thertin: chertioutlt 
any; Thr Priefts '\were. by: the. Occidewa 1 
Chnrobifirbid tomarty, for gov iedſie 5 but ther 
wws- ſtronger reaſon to reſtar® "Marriage to th 
agam- - Fhe' ewo great' Reafons urged att os; 


Council: were ,: Scandal' givew- by incontinent 
Priefis 3 3 and want of continets' perſons, fit'top. 


EXCIc - 
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oO xerciſethe, Miniſtry, Hiſt, of Ce Trent, p. 
oF & 806.1t ws in the ſame Council alled 
; | che Couſtitution of the Church, forbi lei to 
*\ marry might. betaken away by the Pope'3,.ox, in 
if caſe the Copftitution remgin;ſill,, the Pape may 
1 diſpenſe with it ; They alledged the examples of 
*] thoſe who. bave been "Iiſpenſed with 3 andthe 
"I ofc of Antiquity, that if; a Prieſt did marry, 'the 
'Mf Marriage was good, but the man was ſeparated 
"1 from the Miniſtry, C. Tp. 679+ And whereas, 
I] as ſome thought; that perſons who were bound 
to Continency by ſolemn Vow, could-yav be 
1 diſpenſed withal by the Pope; others maintain >, 
>"y that the Pope might diſpenſe! with theſe, 
+, and marvelled at Poſe » who granting, the 7 
"I penſation of ſimple Vows,:did deny that af So- 
mn, as if it were not moſt clear, that exery,S9qy 
i kmnization is.de Fure- pofiriao, They arnughe 
Jpaces out off S, Auſtin, by which it doth apy} 
ſtly appear, that in his. time; fore Mogks dj 
arry 3 and howſoever it was, thought & 
Puenot init, yet the Marriage was/lawful> 
wy d Ste Auſtine reprehendeth; thoſe whogid ten 
arate them., And as fox:Matriage 0k. Prigfts, 
0 H;. was the firſts; that: ordained there” 
wollh bould be. a nidllity in the Marriage, ThK-Popes 
; bite in the Sea, 1130+. Troceut INI. who bote* 
| heavy hand over our King Fobn, and Inter= 
tl Juatcd theKingdam for fix years together, was 
\+aoc Certible... ran; againſt Prieſts. Maxriags : 
” > ere- 
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J 
Aitreaol we We Vaſe wh ar” Oxfirk 
man. _ 


Priſciana Re m penitus caſas | 
Sacerdos per hic & hi#c olim declinatur 


Nunc per bic ſolum articulatur 
Cum per noftrum preſulem bec amo veatur. | 
[ Prid- Intro, to Hiſtri. 123 ] 


Old Priſcians Rule henceforth mbſt hold nd 
PT'was hic & bec Sacerdos heretofore : 
Bat'now poor Hic' muſt lie alone perforce, 
For his dear- Hee our Prelate dothidivorce: ' 


This Pope Longer, was Pope firſt, ay-1198; 

{ owe thay credit” Hiſtory , divers Popes have 

"their, Concubines. Sixtxs IV. provided for 
his Concubine Tirefia ſhooes' welt bs 


Dackets' yeatly in-come 3 he granted the' 
a. inal” S: Licks: thdbiſe of unnatural luſts for” 


three months inthe'year, June, Faly-and 444] 


Ynmocent the' Eight a Gexoway,. he had di-! 
gf 19, (i... Yers 7 7p hildren 7 and gave a 


Vid. B. Trig. cab dowry tohis Dau R. Theo 
Hiſt, vd - rus _— faid ofhi, 


Otto Necens pueros pena rotidemigy Puellat 
Hune merito poteris dicete Romta Patrem: 


ith Pearl | 
mo yp Sratate at” Rowe , which brought him'|. 


« 
_— 


"on ” 
_LAeSEs ofc ro. amo wma” .. . 


at 
' 


OTPH. 


4 


Ez ' v _ IU ; i ; a 5 ®* 
.. { - Eight Lads, and tiwice four Girls Nocene got; 


And might not Rome him Father term > why 
I 1 not ? | 


_ -. \Pope Alexander the ſixth heaped all upon his 
Baſtards, and carnally uſed his .own Daughter 


ae iD ns 
= 
* 


\Luccretia. ; 
{ Hence thoſe Verſes 7. 
 Hic jacet in Tamulo Lucretia nomine ſed re 
''', Thais, Alexandri, filia, ffionſa, nurus. 


Lucrece by name here lics, but Thais in lite, . 
_ -Pope Alexander's Child,Spouſe,and ſons wite. 


+, [This:Pope :entred on the Popedom, an.1492» 
\Paxt\the third qrolticuted his Sifter .Fwlia For- 
 xefi'to Alexander the Sixth," that he might he 
Inade' Cardinal,: committed-inceſt with his own 


Daughtcr Conftantiz, and poyſoned her husband 
Boſizs Sforſia, to'cnjoy her the, more freely s he 


became Pope, 1534+. B- Prid. Hif op. 145- 


; 1 Yet ſhall grant, 1. That ſingle life is ini fone 


| telpedts to be preferred, as'molt free ordinarily 
from: trouble and care, and in times of perſecu- 
; tion; and to unfixed perſons, as. to their habita- 
Cons, affording better opportunity to ſerve God, 
.Ox to ſuffer for him,and tewer and leſſer tempta- 


tions toideny him: 2.1 grant; that thoſe who 


; have made .a vow of Celibacy, before or at their 
\Etiktance into the _— or on ſame other oc- 


6a fron 


\ 
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- cafion, if they have the gitt of Contineneys are 
; bound to keep it. ' 3+ That. *tis poſſible fome 
Votaries of both Sexes, may be free from the 


groſs vices and crimes charged on moſt'of our 
Votaries, - in the days of K. H: 8. at the diffolu- 
tion of Abbeys. 4+ That in Colledges, for 'train- 
ing up youth in Learning, it is expedient, that 
thoſe that are Tutors and Readers to youth, be, 


BI during ſuch their employment, ſingle. 5;'That 


Presbyters or Prieſts, at times'of extraordinary 


Humiliation, and at times of more ſolemn Cele- 
bration of the Lord's Supper, ſhall do:wdll to . 
obſerve the old Canons, that forbid. the ſogiety 


of their Wives for a time» | | 
But then I afſert and avow with: the Author 


-to the Hebrews, chap. 13-4»  1- That Marriage 
.#s honorable among all men, and therefore among, 


perſons in holy Orders, and the bed undefiled : 
And therefore 2. That the ſociety of a Clergy+ 


.man with his wife, whether he was married to- 


her before his Ordination,or after, is lawfal 3:0 


Adultery, no Uncleanneſs- 3- Fhat for a'perſon 


at. his Ordmation. to make .an abſolute'yow 
of ſingle life for all his days, isa raſhand-un- 
lawtul Vow. .4- That it a man have maderfuch 


.a Vow. and find he have not, nor-.cannos:'oh- 


tain the gift of Continency, 1n:that caſe ht onght 
to. marry. 5. That the Marnage. of *Eavber 


with Katberixe Bora, on ſuppoſition they could: 
not contain, Was lawful. ''6.. That the _— 
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of Rome fins grievouſly,to put a yoke pon the neck 

of the Diſciples of Chriſt, that officiate in holy - 
things , which neither we nor our F athers were able 
to bear. 7. That the Church of Rome may, and 


- ought to reverſe and repeal her Laws, Canons 


or Conſtitutions , enjoyning Celibacy -on the - 
Clergy 3 ſocontrary to Scripture, the Apoſtles 
Canons , the Council of Nice, and the con- 

tinued practice of the greateſt part of the Chri- 
ſian Church to this day» $8. That the Church 
of- Rome's' admitting, young Youths and Vir- 


| gins to make and engage in abſolute folemn 


Vows, that they will live all their days in Celi- 


hacy, i a great ſnare, a grievous ſin, and con- 
trary to the Apoſtles advice concerning young 


widows, 2 Tim. 5- 14+ is oppolite to the prime 
bleſſing, Creſcite & multiplicamini, Increaſe and 
multiply is a great ſcandal to Religion, is a 
damage to Kingdoms and States, where ſuch are 
educated idle and uſeleſs to the Publick; is a 
weakning to their Countrey, a deſtruction of 
their Race and Family, an occaſion of grievous 
and horrid luſts and wickednefſes. 9. That 
Marriage , notwithſtanding it is lawtul to all 
Ranks, Orders and Dzgrees of men, and conſe- 
quently to men in holy Orders, yet it is no Sa- 
crament« 10. That the Church of Rome, by 
advancing Matrimony to be a Sacrament, lays 
claim to the Adminittration of it, and to the 
judging and decading E_a cauſes, and 
AT 2 {0 
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{ bricigs ftore'of orilt to her Mill. Aathy for- 
he 


bidding Marriage t9- Prieſts, doth inrich 
Church with that which ſhould otherwiſe be 
expended on wives and children, and keeps the 
Clergy in a dependance on Rome,having no ſuch 
near rejation as wives and children to withdraw 
their aifcctions from it, 11. That to aſſert that 
for a man in holy Orders (ſuppoſe he have made 
a Vow of Celibacy) to marry, and to accompany 
with his wife, is worſe than Fornication, yea, 
than Adultery, is an erroneous and dangerops 
Poficion 3 contrary to the holy Scriptures, to 
ſound Reaſon, to the Ancient Councils and Fa- 
thersz vid. Auſtine de Bono viduitatis ; And if 
this Book be queſtioned, whether it be his or 
not, ſee his Epiſtle to one Þoxifacius, who had 
vowed a Monaltical, retired and ſingle lite, and 
yct afterwards did marry 3 his words are theſe; 
Thy wife hiadereth me that IT cannot exhort zbee 
z0 this kind of life, without whoſe conſent it is uot 
lawful for thee to contain, &c. Of this'opinion al- 
fo was Ferome, the great Patron of Virginity, 
Ep. 47+ de Suſpefio contubernio vitandoy. Ot the 
ſame judgement was Epiphanius, Hereſ.61. who 
indeed maketh it K@ za, 4, e. a thing evil, and 
ſuch as God will judge and puniſh, to forget, 
nzgkct, and not perform a Vow made to God 3 
but not xal&s iu 7. te a thing which caſteth 
men into the condemnation of Hell tre , and 
plungeth thetn 1a everlaſting deliruction, as' to 


os k; live' | 
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Adultery. He nk 


his Vow, which he may repent of, and be fors 
given) to marry, than by living in continual 
RET, to add one fin to another, and to 
plunge himſelf in endleſs defiru@ion. And *tis 
an abſurd and irrational thing 
ſay , that'tis better to burn, than to marry,, be- 
cauſe cither of his Vow, or of the Command of. 
the Church for neither a Yow of our own,nox 
any Command of the Church, can make void 
the Law of God : if he cannot contain, let him 
marry, and to avoid Fornication, let every man 
bave his own wife. Our Saviour ſaith nothing to 
the contrary, when he ſaith, he that can receive 
it, let bim receive it. We (ſpeak only of thoſe 
who cannot receive it, who cannot contain 3 
and in ſuch caſe, we muſt not make void the 
Laws of God againſt Adultery and Fornication, 
in ſccking to confirm or obſerve the Laws and 
Conſtitutions of the Church. In this caſe, Jhe- 
ther it be better to obey God or man,judge ye. I (hall 


Bellarmine and others, to the Authorities that 
are brought on our ſide, are but fig-leaves to 
cover the nakedne(s of their cauſe, and eafily 
blown away 3 but. I ſhall dire&t my Reader to 
Bp. Fewel his Defence of his Apology, Dr. Field 
of the Church, B. 5- ch.57. to Mr. Cartwright, 
and Dr. Fulk's Anſwer to. the Rhemiſt*s Teſt ame 

» 4 # on 


| it; better for aman 
(though. he have. committed a fault in breaking. 


ap auy man to. 


not here go about to ſhew, that the Anſwers of. 
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on Matth. 8.” and on 1 Tim. 3-9. to Calixtus de 

* Gomtjugio Clericorum, to Biſhop Halls Honour of 
tht married Clergy. Nor ſhall T go about to 
anfiyer the particular ſayings of ſome Fathers 
to the diſparagement of Marriage-, It ſufficeth, 
that the Church of Exgland hath'the holy Scri- 
pture , and the Ancient Church on her fide 
* the defires of many Learned, Worthy men that 
have been in the Church of Rome 3 the practice F 
of che greateſt number of Chriſtian Churches 
in the world at this day ; fo far as to juſtifie the 
Iwfalnefs of married men, to be admitted to 
holy Orders, and to. officiate in and about holy 
things, notwithſtanding their having wives 
2nd that the blefſing of God is, and hath been Þ 
our married Clergy, no other Nation ex- 
celling them in Learning, Piety, or the gift of 
Preaching 3 that ſaying itill holding good, not- 
withſtanding their Marriage, Stwpor mund: Cle- 
rus Britannicus. If it b2 obje&t<d, That this 
Marriage doth ſpoilt our Charity and Hoſpitali- & 
ty, and proves a temptation to Covetouſneſs. I * 
anfwer, That Solomon, Ecclef. 4.7,8. ſays, There 
#s vanity and diſſatisfaition, and muprofitable- 
weſc in beaping up riches, even by fingle perſons.” 
And *tis obſerved by a fober and learned Cafuiſt |; 
of our own | Mr. Capel ] That fingle perſons, and 
thoſe that have but few children, tor pt) mn 
more covetons, than thoſe that are married, and bave | 
many children ; alledging, that tbe Latter ” by 


Idaily and frequent I and layings out; 
hbituated to part with money, and ſo a peny comes 
wot (as from ſome others, like a drop of blood from 
their hearts. I ayfurther, that great things have 
been done by the married Clergy, and other 
married perſons in our days, if it were neceſſa- 
ry, We might inſtance in particulars- It hath 
? Ihcen aid, That Pater Noſter built Churches, and 
dur Father pall'd them down 1 but it hath been þ 
proved and publiſhed to the world, that as many 
and great Adts of Picty and Charity have been 
done in England ſince the Reformation of Reli- 
iy ($100, As in the like number of years in times of 
/ Popery. And whatever is or may be {aid or pre- 
tended to the contrary, as it the allowing of the 
marriageof the Clergy was an impoveriſhment 
of of the Church and Country,and a damage to the 
KingdonI dare ſay,they that would remove the . |} 
married Clergy, to bring in the Monks,could ne- | 
i 


rer be able to recompence the Churches, their 
Countrys,and the Kings and Kingdoms damage. 
ho can more earneſtly pray for, and endea- 
Four the weal of their own King and Country, 
"Ithan thoſe who have ſuch great bonds and in- 
tereſts to defire and endeavour it? And who is 
jo [like to be moſt at home amongſt his own people, 

if not he that hath amongſt them continually 
4 |: wife , «the defire of his eyes, and children, 
which he loves as his own eyes ? 
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